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Swy Ghpbpne S hegh
1600 UdJdbwyhu

Public Event Celebrating the
1600t Anniversary
of the Armenian Alphabet

Sponsored by
Hamazkayin Educational & Cultural Society Central Executive
Organized by
Hamazkayin Regional Executive’s 1600" Anniversary Council

Sunday, October 2, 2005, at 6:00 pm
8nLgwhwunku / Exhibit, at 4:30 pm
Alex Theatre Glendale, CA

Fwuwhuouubp / Keynote Speakers
Professor Peter Cowe
UCLA hwJwjuwpwh Swy (bgneh b gpuwiunuebwt wdwhnh tnuopt
Professor Stephan Astourian
UC Berkeley hwdwjuwpwuh Swjwghupniebw gnpdwnhp (nuopku

Swunhuw|wnlbn / Hosted by
Ani Hovannisian-Kevorkian
Manoug Seraydarian

“Lwhwgwhnipbudp!
SN Lnu U udbipuh G fuwinn <hrwupnunepbut
Uhwgbuwy LwhwiqUtpm Uptitdnbui Suwjuunwittwg Ghtntgny <huhuwjhi
@tuh Uqquyhtt Unweltnppupuitht Udtphyugh Uptitdinbut @buhl

Swdwgnpdwlgnipbwdp / In Collaboration with
ANCA Western Regional Board & ARS Western USA Regional Executive

This event is sponsored by
Mr. & Mrs. Roger and Shoghig Khadarian
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HAMAZKAYIN

...TO NURTURE AND SAFEGUARD
THE ARMENIAN LANGUAGE,
ETHNIC IDENTITY, TRADITIONS
AND INTELLECTUAL LEGACY

...TO PROMOTE CULTURAL VALUES
AND SHARE THEM WITH OTHER
COMMUNITIES IN THE UNITED STATES
AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
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<UBNAS ALELD A3NEFSD 1600-UUBUGE UOSDL
ZUUUQQUSHL <UB YA ULUL b UTUWIFRUSE
UBNFR3UL YWURQUUUL MUY SALUGUSUrrasw
YUQUUULMNPALELHU B UUULWUhA LB hY
LOU ULRELEU, QUL

Ongmubmud b <wmg gpbph gnuph 1600-unfjulihl Gihpdud pbwiunpw-
ppyub Yuquwytnuihiphb b Swubwhgltpht

<wj qpimh qnupmy b dngaynipnn dnwne geniitg dawirtipuht, ghynulub W
punupwinpwiwh tnp dwiwlwlwngwl: Wy wnwepl pugn htwpunnn tquwy Gpiph
dpuynpuiljutnip)wl, hnqunpujubnie)wh U pumpamuc nyb whpwljwb huwbngwh
Uhwhwine gwipbph 20nphhy:

Uwulunpqud hujnipjul prjop bupdwdtinp qibph gnuph 20nphhy vhuniop-
bighlt hujwtqnt jupnglph (b oL Jhuuinbwd gi igny, Alwnaybg Vinmbulul
wqquyhl hbglughnwhgnemb, hp Yeampn, nbp v qug Wiph o wagh htpugu
Swljunpugrmug;

Uwanngub qntph qnupg hupng wwipdny jwé wybwhub piogplnih &
Gawbwywih apdwq &, np nipwpwbgnip ubpniGn uyh Gopndh phyuy by b Jbpwhdoy-
puyaptant Yuphp mbh:

<wpnnmipmitp Wi dunpn \pbwunnwpnip) o6 hnuiwlhgbbphb:
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SUPREME PATRIARCH

DU3rURN3L MUSrhUrk
CATHOLICOS

1R-NAPLAU
uU}‘bl{%S% Zu3ns OF ALL ARMENIANS
UUSP URNM-UNKR EQUTUTHL MOTHER SEE OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN

gbr 3U3PUMESULUL ON3LNFRLUL bF JLUIUSULUS
UkPESEUL NPAHN8 UBMNS B 3Uruaus Quduuus
uusr uennn3 Urens EURUSLE
uuIUN8L «3UUU29U3hL» UCUNNFRUSPL UbNFREUL
nrk LNU ULetLEU, UUL

Uppblp quiwlGbp UnwpbjwywG dbp Uwp tybnbgen),

Nupwiu upnny nbnbywguwp UUL 3wyng UpLdnbwb @BLdh pwpbpwh wnwelnpn
atpwGnph S. 3nYOwl wppbwhuynwnu StpunkpbwGhg, np hnunbdpbph 2-h6 Lnu
UGk buh «3wdwqgu)hl» SawynipwhG shnipbwl Gwhuwdbnbnipbwip vhdwanip
hwGnhuntpbwdp whwnh Gznth 3wyng Qpbinh unbinédwa 1600-wdbwyp:

Ubq hwowp gnhntGwlyniphta b 3wjpwybunwywd Ukp ophGnuphtGG nL nnenyGGbpp
by wibphywpGwly hwiwanwenp huwynpnhGbphn, np hngne ppypwGop hwdwpunuip®
hwnhuwtnpwytu nelnid tp Gawlwlwh wju jnpblbwlp: .

16 nwp wrwy tp, np Swjwuwnwih hwiwp ppwnwnduwjht dwdwbwybbpnud Unipp
Uwpwnng dwpnwubitnp wunnuwédwihG 2Gnphny bpltbeg hwyng viwnbpp, L Uwhwy-
Ubupnwbwb nwpngp wwjdwn nt hwGdwpwgnpé dunnph nL hngnt quppoGpny
LnLuwqupnbg 5-pn nwpp hwyng wwwndnipbwG' npubu widwjpwdnin wpwinju hwy qgph
L hw) nupnipbwG: Uyn Shéwagnyb hpwnwnpdnipbwG 1600-wibwlyh -
nolwlwwnwpniphtGobpt wjuop wewik| Whnh wipwwlnbl hwyng nwpwenp
pphutinGitwywd unipp hwiwnpp b ukpl nu GwjuwGdwfuGnpniphilGp dwypkGh (EqnLh
Oywwiwyp® Gnpngbiny hwy dnnnypnh quiwywg ubpwn juwp wqquyhG dbp YEGwpwp no
uppwqul dwnwgnipbwip:

Qhwhwwnwipny bip winpwnwrbnid, np dbp opbpnud Uthhueph dwynipwjhb
hwuwnwwniphLbGGbpp, npnGghg t «3wdwqqujhG» dawlynipwjhG dshniphilp, gndwpdwa
gnpénibtniphl B0 hpwlwlwglnid® qopbn wwhtnt hwy nght L Gwynypp’ npwytu
wlfuwuwn gpwiwywd wpfuwiphwuthhir GGp dnnnupnh wqgquwhG hGpGnipbwd
wwhwywinipbwa: .

3wjng Aptph unbnédwh 1600-wibwyhb Gnthpniwé wyu tinGwlwwnwnpnipbwb
wrhpny Ubip ywinqudG t Uhwgbw)| LwhwiqGbpnud pGwYyninn hwiwwwinp sbp
hwjnpnhGtphn, np GwfuGbwg ophOwyny thwnpniwe dGwpe hwypbth dbp uppniphtGGbphG
3wjng bUbintignLb, hwj LbgnLhG, hwy SawynyphG” Uwjp IwjptGhpp hwintw uhpny nt
qopwlgniptiwdp pOpwhwiny ntwh Gnp GYbnbgw;tl nt wqqwiwwuw dbrpphpnuiGhp L
hpwaqnpénuiGbp:

f@nn Stpp wwnglh dbq wikGphn pwewnnng YkGwg bppwlhy opbp,
wnbwwnnphtt L wikGw)G pwphp:

Mg (6pmip h Stp, qopuwgbwy 2Gnphop Unwpp Inquryl b ywetin ophlbwy f Utlhp. woto:

OphGnipbwyp’

qurtaby e
YuPNIhYNU UUELUSU 3usns

Sniwt Shpu OphGnipbw( h 18-G Ognuwinuh
Jwoh Stwn@ 2005 L h pnthG hwjng LS
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<USrUMGSUYUL @bf OrSLNPEBEUL
<uypuytnulul ophtnipturdp U pphunnttwywh gbpd uhpny Ynngniitip 2tq* Ukdh mwlt Yhghyng

Yupennhynuniptiwl U.i:ph[hmuh U'ulmuulumptil <uypwluwi vhpny Y'ongmubtup <uyng Shptpm Shunhl
1600 ~wutwlht wnhpny wtnh ntubgnn Ubkplw)y hwimhuniphiun:

Upnunt, Ughp <wjng Shptpnt Ghunh 1600 —wvbwyp, Yp Upwbwylk pwgnthy huyng nupunnp wunn—
Unpbwl' winp funp dwipbpmu mt puwqutpbu wpwdpubpniy, [pwn nuwqUuyitpmt m whunop
Vwpwnnubpni. wyp fuoupny, Muwwndwhop pumbpny' «thnpp wénwh yuunUmpbwl «wpmpbul qopd»Gpot:

Uz <uyng Ghptpnt Qhunh 1600 —witwlyp, Yp Upwbwyt pwgnihy hwy dnnoynipgh huptniphiip
&mnon, hwy dnnodnipph qoyniphiip Ynwinn ot winp juntpdnippip wuqwhngon wpdtpubpact o
i Aqunwfutpmu. wyp luoupny' hwy dnnndmpph (hutpmptwl, wpwiuihl puntpng, «unphn’ipn onph’t» Dt

Uyuyt'u tnun Unipp Ubupny Uwpwnngh tpyuwd URS_p: Ul huy dnnndnipnht unulf pupurjunanty
ghp nt (hqnt swnuut, wyp Ynwdbnt huptnipnyit nd nu untndwqgnpdtint hrpuyunny tnuiol: Ul huyg
dnnnynipnht nintue hwpnwn Ypwynp' hp tquijh gnyutpnd nu ghdbtpnyd: Utupnbwt URS_p qUonmwd
huyj hqnth mt vowlnjph Awvpny Ytpuwdwpntnugng hwy dnnoynipnh Yhwlpht vty ou hwy dnnaynipnhl,
Uuwnnidny htan fuoutint “Lwipbijuighh puntpng® npujktu «h funpng upwnh juoup pun Uuwnmdng», tplbughl
wuwpgtip 2unphtg:

<ujng gptpp UnjUwgul hwy dnnnynipnht htw, nuntwpy winp hupinptwl wWUGLET guynnl
nhvwghdp: Uuntp swnuijunitgw hugnt hunwwnphtt htw, nuniuiny pphunnubwiwl huwwnpp vip
dnnnynipnh Ybwlpht Uty pwpguwinn m hwjwginng wubuk't wiqnpnu vhengp:

Nuunwhwlul sk, htntiwpwn, np U’hupmqu‘lx URS_p hwj dnandmpnht hwdwp ny dhugl
nupduwt, Utp uppwqul dwnbiwghpitpnt wylpwl punpnzhy pug ptulp «qkl wijpwp plnntd
p2uwvn», «Juwhwl wdpnipbuin l;unl «nwygul thpymptwi» vtp unumdmpbm‘il whtn thnpnphyubpac
Uty, unp Utp donndnippht hwvwp wi gupdwe «uppnehtt uppng», npmt Wuwunwwimpbwt hwdwp vtp
dnqndmpnp Unjuhuy bp wphtup purhtg:

1600 wiwphubp 2wpntiwy vtp hupimpbwl wnphipp, tp vhmptwl zunwiup, Ytp gnyuuuypwph
wnwlgpp nupdwd Ubtupnybwlt URS_p wnunbp pwt tpphp vkqh hwdwp Yyp vlwy wyjuvop m vh'zn® dkp
hqopniptiwl, Utp vhwutwjuwinmpbwl nt vbp junbpdnipbwt wUbtktl wupwhnyg Awdpuie:

Stone hwy (hiqmiky* hwy punwihpp whwh Ynpotgil «thnpp <wjwumnwi» nuobwpe hp wewpbmphilp:
Stnnt huy (GqnitU* hwy nupngn whwnh Ynpuligit hp gnymptwt wuwniwep: <tone huy (hqmiy® huyo
hupuniphtip whwh gnitwputhh Ywinje nu hipiniphitt puinnn hwdwzhnuphwyiwgnith hnuwbplbpnit
nhtwg:

Upn. Utupnyuuwntnd hwy (kqniht wenng wywhwywimwp, wimp &hgn nt hwpuqun qopdwdnip
Juwnuyku vtp Unp ubpoiinht Yonut kLR Yp Uljunblp wonwgtwhbpp:

Uju 3hptt Utpu Swjwunwih whnmphiip bp Yuptop nbpp muh Juowpbhp: Nbnapbwh {ogph’
Utp Gltntght, <wjwunwitlt Utpu pkt noupu, Ynymwd t unbih woumdmpbwdp junwy wwihy hwy kqnih

nupudvwl wrunwipp Jipuiuiqubng ne Jipuluquuoytpybing yppulul m Ywlnpuht hp wwom—
Jwlwl wnwpbniphtup:

Upn, 1600-wtwyh Upndp unuy jophjhtulwl hwinhumpbwl wtnp st qbpwénh: Ul wknp t
nuntwy hwy (hqoth twndwip vip mubgwd twiwtdwiiinpoiptwl 20purthbh wpnwjwwnehtt nogn
Uwpnwbpantn: e 1p bty wousbwhtpe

Yophubkup Atp pnpnpp U Atp pnnpht Yp Jwnpbip Jugnnmphili:

Suypuytinulwl gkpyd uhpny,
12 Ubuqunbadptip, 2005 uruuU U, yuenihbunu
Uttpihwy, Lppatat Utoh SUuUu 4bLhubN3
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37.08 2008 Lou-Ulgkytu
A /0 9844 Sunfwqquyhli <wy Uppwlwl bk Upwlnipuhl
upnipyuw Uplidujuw G Udtphluijl 2pgwGuihG Juwpsnipjudp

Uhpligh hwjpkuwlhgGep,

Upunwbg b pbpdnnEl npgmbnid &Y Dbq <wyng gpnbph qatnp 1600-wdpulh
hAnpbypw Gl dfigngunmdGbpf Gwhnudbnbdwd b jugqimlibpuydwG
Juupulgnipyunp:

Luwnpdp qGwhunnwlph b wpdwGh 26p hnquumwp m Gwjunubdwiulnhp
YbpwpbpdmGpp Ubp wqquiphlG Ghumugnph L hupuupwhupurGoip oG gifuwdnp
hbGwuym GGbphg UELh hung (bqih Ghunndunip:

<wiyng gpkph qntnp Ubp dannypnh wundmpnul dkowgnyl
hbmuihnfuwwl ppuwnupdmpmGaEphg J644 L npp guupduy dbp wqquhl
hGplbnipyniGp il n Anglidwun/np hqnp nidp, dbp yunndmppuG
QwGwupuphp (nivun/apnn wwydwn wpbquip:

<{uyng (bqma Enky L JGmd £ UEp qnpuwuwpupuph hqnp Gnjuwlp b
vhwulbintpynilbp wupubang gbpugnyl wywpelp:

UyG huy dnnnilpnh bquili quildbpfig nt uppuquil wpdbplphg &, L Gpu
Glppnndundp wbup b nGbGwlp wwznwbdmbph hwolbng ubp L GppjwompmG:

Swdwhwylurlj 6 twpnympyudp ot hwlphunn]npmprap Gk apbnh
gmunfy 1600-wipulp’ dfnudwdw bl dEGp prnpu wow e Gulf hnquonmpimi
ylanp t gmiguipbpblp dbp Uiupkah jhqyh Glrunndwdp w)b jmpapulsmep hugh
Jnudup puipd by hwjunwpdmpul oy funphppwlfs:

Uy whwp t mupdGEGp walvwphwuthnie Ukp hwpbGwlheGbph wqquihl
Wwwmhwbb)intpjw b wilunmmulhlh wowbgpp L Yhwulmpjul wdmp
2unuifup:

4 Qplhb whquid 2Gnphunjapmmy 1600- wdywlsh hoplywbwlwli
hwiinhumpmGGeph Guwupnlignipyundp dunpmd bd Dbg wubluyG puphp m
Z_zbugm]mp_/m G6Ep Jkp huypbOwbyEp, Jkh o upunyufuw Gunnnt qupom Ghoip b

9!

Uppny L hrupquiGpmy)* ’
4. oULUv3UL
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8 ubiuppbdplph, 2005 pwljwb
2. Gpluwl, NN

Uhptith huyptbwyhgbbp,

Utp dnnnipnh gupuynp wupinipjwi dbg wiqhwhunptith £ Ukupnuywb
aptiph gnuph nbpb nu GpwbwYympymbp: Shbghpnpn nupnui UGG Uwopngh
hwbSwpny d0Jwd hwykpth  gptipp, whpuwiuwinpub puguijuympub
wwyiwbitpnd whquy, Ghtntgne htap dhwuhb, ywhuywib G0 dGp wqquijhb
\phivwlp pE hwypkbh hanh Ypuw, G pE Uthjninpnid wipwwbnt| hwyng nghl, huy
dbwnt dbip Yuniph nu yépwlubnpnibp:

Wuop, bpp wunpiwlwb Nuypkhph dh dwuh Jpw Jepulubqil) Lbp dtp
wilwh yhpwlwbnipeynibp, ophbwgwth t, np gpbiph gnuph 1600-wdjwlp Genud
thp whypwlywinpkl e hhpuydh hwdwgqguiht dwupipwpny: Guowdwpnipyul
npnpdwdp  upbndwd  hnplipwbh Opnuip Gwhiwyuwppuupnn - hwbdbwdnnnygh
twlwd punpkljwb dpwghpb pbngpymy b Swyptbhpnd, Wpgwjund, Uthyninph
owy nu gunp hunwybpbbpmd ppwlwbiwgybihp  pwquiwphy nu puquwpbnyp
vhenguwnmubbp' ghipwdnnnybbp, gpbiph  gnupht  Odhpdwd  ghypuiubd
gnupybuypuub dnnnwdnibbph  hpunpwpuympymbbbp,  hwy  gpph
gnigwhwbnbubbtp, wudmbph thwpunpnbbbp, jugbpughtt  ujuyurwyh
pnnunlnuibp, pupbpuiwibugwd bbpluyugmuiltpn b wy dhengwemubbn,
npnlghg Uty b wyuopyw wju gtintighy G Uthyninph hwdwn wiswth Yupbnp n
nnontlbiih hwinhunteynthb k, pwiqh whdhnptih £t Ukupnwjwh gpbph ntipp Gwt
hwjwwywhuubdwh, Jep dnnnypnh hwdwhudpdwh gnpdnud:

LhlkOp dhwubwlwb, b vtp pnjnp dhengupnuibbpnud enn dypwwbtu high
nulybntbhy hwjbtptbp:

Snbwlwl pwpan ppuiwnpmpntd b hwdwhuyuiwd  Gyupuybbph
hpwgnpdnud by wnpnut hwighumpywb pngnp Ywubwyhgbtnhb:

WinpuihYy Uwpqupyub

Er
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31.08 2005 I S
A9 / 09344 Swfwqquyhl dwy Yppwlwl b UpwlhnipuwhG
Upmpywl Uplifnyul Udbphlpush sppwGughl Jupsop i

Uhplih huypbunlgGep,

Upunw(yg L pbpdnpkl nngmbnud by Dbq <wyng gpkph gnunf 1600-undjurlh
hnplppuGwilpul dhgngunmdGbph Gufnudbnbdwd L juqlliipuyduG
Juwupulignipwdp:

Luwpdp gGuwhunnwlph b wpdwlh 2bp hnquunwp m Gwfuwbdwiulnfp
Ybpwpbndmpp Jbp wqquhl Glpumugph L hwjpuwupwhupuGogp oG qpfuwynp
h&GwumbGlphg UEGA huyng (bqih Gqumdunip:

<uyng gpéiph anuwnp Ubp dnnnypnh wundnipnul dkowgnyl
hbquipnfulpu 6 ppwgupdoipm66Ephg UEYA b, npp updun] dép wqquipht
hGpGnipynibp §f n hnglidwunnp hqnp mdp, Ubp qunndmpul
Swlwupuphp nrwuninpny upuyédwn wpbkquigp:

<Swyng (Eqma Enky L dGmd E Ubp qnpuvpujpuinfi hqop fngwip b
Thwubnipynibp wupubnnng gbpuqnyl upupglp:

U6 huy dnnnypnh Equilif quidbphg m uppuqul wpdbplbpfg L, k Gpu
Glyuundunip wbup b mGEGwlp uwzuwGimlph fwubnn ubp L GdppdwénipmG:

Swiwhwylpwlpnl vwpnympyuwdp n hulGphuenjaprppoadp Gk opbph
@muwnfp 1600-wdpwlp dhwdwdwbwly U6Gp poinpu wnwld Gulj hnguémpmb
wlanp t gmgupbpblp Jtp Uypkaf jqyp Glpuamdwdp w)l jmpwpwymip hugh
Jhwdwp puipd 65ay hunfunnwpdnipyul nifunh funphppuwGhy:

U6 wbwup k nupd 666p wyluwphwufimin Ubp hupbGuligtbph wequihb
Wwwmlwlb)fintpyw b wifunpmuhbp wowbgpp b Shwulmppub wdmp
2uwnuwifup:

Qniplb whguns pGnphuninpiay 1600- widyulh hopbywGuwlul
hwliglhumpmGhtph Guupnlgnpudp dunpnd G bq wiikGuyG puphp nt
Zlbugnqmpjmﬁﬁbp Jbp hwypbGulybp, |kh ot vpunyufuwGunant gnpom Gbnp b

9!

Uppny L hwpquGpny*
J. ouvuv3uL
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2.2 ubuppbpbp, 2005 plwlwl
Lnu Uaglybu, Guihdnnpbiw

SQUURRU3hL

Suty Gppuljmb a Uuimpuyht Uhmpywh
Upbuhpywh Witphljug): Spgwbwyhb dwpgnipywip

Lnu Ubghjbund  Swjwuwpubh Swbpwytpnipwb Qhawynp
hjn unprumpywl winbhg  obminpbl nngmbnud &5 Sw) gntiph gynuph 1600-
wdwyp  hwinhuunpuipyudp  bm Swdwqqujhd Swy  Uppuiud G
Usulnupuyhl Uhmpyud  Upbuwipyuwb  Witiphywyh  Spowbught  wpgnipjwb
bw’ vwabnhnpynilp:

Qbwhunpbih £, np Swiwqquhlp dpwlwd nounpnpyub ehppnbngd £
wwand wqquyhb Gupbinpugnyb dwynpuyhb hp unwpdmpynibibpp, b wu
puwnu phpwgpnud b hunpnuly nipwnprupyntl £ huiugpty Utupnyywb gpeph
@n: yh 1600-wlwyh palwupupnipntbbbphb:

Liwh puqiuiwynye nt puqiwibqoe brypned, hogghuhh Uhwgyuy
Lwwliqhtinh &b, guwip Gwpbiop b, np hwy Gpbluwb;p umdnptt hpkbg dwyptbh
(bqih, nuuphwpwlbl hwpbbweppulwtd nu wqg uhb ngny: <muny bd, np
Swiiwiqquhth Guwh htypbinnuliwb b npwrhp vny bgnuib nu Jepwpbpdnibpl,
whl wuwd, hp ppwlw wonbgmpymip Yabbbw Nujptbhphg htem dhdwgnn
ubpnlnlbtph  guughwpulmpud, huwng kgl Wwhiwbiwbd, huyhwlwd
Uou Ynipuwhl m wqquihl wjwinnypibrh yrupwdiw 1 gnpdnud:

“Yuntph pbpwgpnd huyng (hqmb hwjtphi hwdwp  hwbnhuwgl £
wqewwwhywidwh  Yuwpbinp  gnuwyubbbphg  thhp, B wuwpdnueymbp
uny 1nbignby £, np whpuijuibnysynibp wywhbin hwdwn wthpudtoap hptunnujub
Wuw pwnb| ng bhuyb punupwlwh, wj) hupunybu’ v ignipuhb npppynud:

Uty wiqud tw pbnphwynpmd n angnibmud b pnpnphl dbp wqquyhb
2w ynyph wju Ywptiinpugnyl hapbywbh wephy:

%ughly Yhpwinuywb

Lnu gh[bmmll hynuyunpnu
¥
|ER
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U.NU.2uNr/re Urpt.u.v 209
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wjpulwl uhpay b ophGripbwdp YnnoniGbGf ZwdwqquyhGh Upbudnbwd
Uhugtw) bwhwiqlbpn GpgwluwjhG Lwpsnippilp bu wlinp hnwlhhG wwl gnpéng
Ywulu Bpigbpl nu Jvhwenplbpp, 2wy $ppbpar Ghuny 1600wdbwlhG Gnihpnuwd
hwlnh mpbwl wnhpny: .
1600 viwuphGbp wnwy, bpp. 4wy hngbinpmfwl nt wvwmphwlnl wiequGhG dbnf
abnfh  wwny Ubp dnnnaynippp  odwbg  ubthwlhwl qppbpny, w@ 0’y  Shuyl
UbpgluiywlontG  huyhwhwlnipbudp YGfbg ubp  Wyaympp, wy Gub  quphf
ubpnu( y8bpp uywnwqhGbg wllhipuljwl qpuwhny dp, np vhGsbr wyuop wy vbq Yupnn
§p nwaalk yuwynywlnbpy cwpuglnn, uywnny nt upuubpnuth nwlon wikGEG
hqop v1pfibpniG gkt wlqult @wuw® np hw) dnnmnipnp Jwennuid k, wju wuwwmphl
wyut Bbyny, nhtwgpuib;  gupbpny ponp dwpuiwhpuikplbpp me wuep
funuwf ulhpp donnynipnGbpne pwpfh@ julgGh; fwiwwnwpwg nu hoywpuopkl: Zuyp
wuwwnd 2pbwl plpugfh hp ubthulwl Gwdpwl Ybpunbg appbr fphunnGbuy b nipnjf
Wyuhn ph nkp hwiwfulmlnphiG, pup we pup hwpur wgBhng hpbG thnpwlgniws
bngbup nu ulnipuyhl dwnwlqniphillbpp, wwyw iwbe qulnGf hppbu wwln
thnuw ighiny jugnpy ubpni GyGbpn.G:
1928h0 hhuGaiwd 2wiwqquyhl Uyuynipuwhl b bpsuljwl Uhniphlp byue w)i
npozw hplbpkl, npnGf wluwghl Jbp ymynph nulbguw;me ybpwnpsGbpnil wpdwlud
YnshG: 2wifuqquyhlp wlwifuy uthhinf qupéwd humipbu G butwp pupdwe ubthwlw
ghtuchdh ywhywllwl nu Ybpwybpnfwl  YnniwG: Ujuop, bpp Zwdwqquyhlh
OppwBujhl Lwpsniphilip hwlnpuwinp Ybpynd Yp 108k 2wy Fhpbpne GhunpG
1600w burlp, w@ hngblw@ wupwf Jp Yp hwwnigt ). Uwhwly ZwypwuybnhG, U.
Ubupry dwppuwbunhl, dnwbywynih puquinphl, pupgdulhs JwpnuubwnlbpnlG
nt wlalg popnp qnpowlhg-wywlbpunlbpoit, hwdudu Gwy Ybpwmlnpngbing whinlg
pugwi  Guipwl  wlzbnoptd pupmbuwibme b wlnp  gnipg  wmwpuéning
ulnw nnwBbpp unbjh’ buu dwnybglbnt nifonp:
Pnn Pupdpbuy@ Uunowwd ophGk fudwqquyhll. hpuGunhplbpG nu wlnlg
. wiwli hl dwnwlqnpnGbpp bu pmnpp8 pGewk huyp twjopkl nkwh Juibpdmphid

wnugl npgny pojap GouhpbuyGbpp:

Uhps) ghpif nngniBhy,

Unopwpup®
Unupbn Bpf. nhpnubwl, Unwglnpy

U. V. bwhwlqGhr nu Upbufnbwl Abd

_E
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<£U38. tL4E1E83 UNGhUSEUL REUD UNULNMY
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1600UUBULH SOLULUSUCNMIGUL Unehh

«Snili Up ahbbyp, pppbe wunpuywpwl ddpwl b ¢hpbpht nkd, bntppwlywl gnpd Jpl
k: Ywnmguwitby fingh Jp vwluyl, Ssdwppmpbwl pupbpny, big Jpb & nkuyh Jbp, finghlibpne
Uppripbwl qunpnily gfpe Up gpbnt fwdwp, 360 punbp qunuipwplbp b pwnbp,
wlfipwdbay k Uupnidny anilyp yuyl Gphplphl nkd pug qupbbwy yuwhbine fudwps:

bhzk Munpphuwng, «ncuwdunpbub

Lwyng Wpnipblh  upbnddwl  1600wdbwlh  yolwlwypwpniphilp  wwipdwlwl
fipwawih wnhp dpb § dbp wygh nu Gybnbgeny pn(op l{u.lLlul{llhanb ﬁnqhmp l.[hn\uq\uppahph

fwdwp, npykuyh bUnp bnwlnny nu Jpwynjph Awl unp Ywpnwyny dp Y

pupntb) Unipp Uwhwl Mwppbe {wjpwybph b Um.pp Uhupmq Umzqmgh tphuhmn (uqng
Ujpnipbth upbinddwt be Uupniwdwynily Uwy h pwpg T nt Nul
upbnddwl, npykuyh nkyh Uugpnudng |njupt stunpnnn  Swlbuwy ,ﬁhhpn |u.n.h|.ph|ull

pwgnikht <wy bybnbkgeny br wygh yuwiwllbpnil umghl..
bpgwblwihawipwl bahzk Mwipphwpght funpfipnwihg p gh
Yp wwpnibwlbl hpblg vk wib qhq\wqgmphthu, npnib mnwgbnpqm.phwd’p Umpp Ul.uﬁu:l‘
tL Unipp Ubupny dwiwbwlp nwpdnight wwindniphit b win ywpdnipbwlb 0k wwpnn
wuypniwdwupbnd dwpnp' hpbtg br Rupquwih; Ywpnuybpbbynit nght nu bywypwyp:
<wjng Ujpnipbih upbindnidng wwydwbwinpniwd k bwbe Jbp dnnnynipnht fingbunp Ybwbpp,
np Unp wuwypdnipbwl  ubhypt K Awipblpph  qunwihwpwlwbhl  dbnubnp, wyquihl
ghypulgniphitp, <wjg. Gybnbginy quwlhmgmdn b pmnnjwhwb uqh Pninp wpdkplbpp,
npnbp Ujwpwghp Yp Yeppbt b d npp’ jwihipbiuy Jibihl, npnlg
Uke qbpwgniip Yp dbwy <wing Uuq\m.tubwzm.bm, nanh qﬁummp rmr)wnqwq\‘mnb kp
Ujpnipblpl  dunilinp:  Unpipny  dp  Epswlly hn
Junphippudnippullbbpny  Up  pwgunppk UUVIHLWJWZHLIIM ﬁwlmtu,l l/bp wqqﬁl:
gppwlgnipprbl ni bplfuqwdnipprip b webihl’ Jbp Auwpwdpn.

«Plsuhu Guppmd blp Uupniwdwplsmd Jwppl k, np Uupdne Upwpswenpdnipbwl
bpdRl k: . Uwpnb &, np upbnémd § bi” Uprpulul, bu” dpwlnipught puppplbpp. dwppt &
Yupbinpp, & bybnbght k wyp Jwpnnil fingbywl ubniby qpningp: Ywnyws Jhwgkp wn
blbnbgn.l: . bpk yplkp pppuypnbluluwl ﬁwwwm op apky & pp npnzdp Jbp Ybwiph dpuy
bL puwpdpby Jby wyl, pls Jblp wyuop d blp Jbywbhg, wyw h*p Gp pwabwp
Ubp  wunplbpl  wpfuwphnud: - Ubbp l/nzm.wd blp wu/wgnl.gblm, Yyuybine  Uupdnct,
wunpdnipbwlp b Jwpniynipbwlp, np wuop- Jbp wygh U ahpp hapn wilyhupte £
hegwpup npngd op npby b Gpw dpuy gphupnbbuy fugh 1700undbuy Yusgnupflpe:
(«bgUhwaht» 1998 C-R, ko 54, 55-57, 58):

Duing Gnwibd yiplibipni jhawipwlhb, npntip dbp wyghb nght Ybpybghts
e wpmubwwunghi bp Yuighl W3 huspusbehh unupbpLil i

b ik |

npuwkuyh Auwy Gwpnp hp Ybwbpnd wupkp Uupnidng pnibgngt ne qhywlgnipbuwdp: Ubp
ubynch wwppwlwbniphibl k win tnt nghht swhwyhpbbpp nwnbuw) b nuuphwpwlyb) Unp
ubpniling’ Jawnjph Awbinky hpbtg ukpp wbywlwu wwhbine bu wjng Upnipblip unpybint

b unpybglibnt ypbupeny:
3MHLUL UPRGMhUNNMNU SEPSENBUL
Mppyklp, Ubyy. 21, 2005 Unwslnpn




Grunh <U3LRL ANJULMI...

Fwp Up wnug, putiwuntindp' Upudwipo, upnp fuoup Y'pukp, juynwpupbing np Gpyne Swypl
pouitmuily nkwh Ubupnyy Up guintwghl wnoptine: Uyuop, tpypnpny Swjpp UthhinpU b, np wiunp&wiwpwp
Up htinwuwy P ogupne ulhqep bugng (hqnipu b ghpht hwunty Uptiidnwhwynipbwt gniguwpbpwd  wiuwnh
Qrupnudtl: Snwwnppy £ oop Wotphyugh dt Yp Uznth dtp dnnndnipnh vdwgnyt jinuihnfuniptiut &Q
NWRWIWRAR:

Utiupnyy Snnpubtightt tpptp wihinh shuwpblwp Gphiwyugkp pkoop up, hwykp, pp vtd ghunh
hwqupdtghwphipuidtwlp whoh woukhl, pptu papppndht widwop guvwpwdwuh vp Ypuy: Uhwdwipo
tpiwd bp wnopp, julmt paduitquly tpyne Swyph: Owlwth wuhmt dtntwih nwdpwih unphnipnt
niyhwitinutitipne pudwimudng htnne, huy qney, huy ghphy, hwy dawynyph hwwwnwenptp,
hwiwuwphwyiwgiwy gbd npubu Juhwb, Yp jhott U Yp jhpkigibu wqq b wqgh hupunphtt wwhwd
Utiupnujp:

MNuwndnipbwl dty tnwd G wugpnidh uwhbp, ;wunnugknttpp Yp juouhtt big bangh dwupl,—
duiwlulp Yp vwhiwibp wyny wawhtt wju & wyt Yynnd: Ubtp donndnmipph quuwlyutpp, Gpyne Sjwph
prjwimuly, wjuop' Swjwunwl b Uhpmp, huptwinuwddwl dunwdndh nunmd juunwpbinyg, wtwnp § np
funphpt & nuwpne hpugph dwueht: Upgulyhg Yuyupniehtuubpne dholt npytu wwp pudunuwd tpyhp up,
Ypotuiuinipughtt b punwpwiljuet {nuiubpnt Gupwlw) dnnnynipn Up. wyn tp vbp Jugniphtup %
nupntt it & nupne uljhgep: Smtiwifubpp gnudwpnuwd Ehu npytugh uppnthp yundmpbwt tetiptu: Pugg
ujunwhtigut wuntnught hpuigpp. dp donnynipnh punupwuwt ntyuqupp, Ypotwuwl whwp b wqquyhl
ngh pnn dnwmpuluup ghunwligulut njt wihpht Jpuy gununtguwu, gnpdtightt Unjt nuinnmpbwdp,
(tputhwu quwtghtt wngle pnudp Juitgutine hwvwp: Ubp optipnt nEjwqupmpbwy Utpusdwl wnphip
utwp b ppwy wyn bptiph hwdwnpnuwd wqquizkt punupwuuntphtup: @tptwe Ubkupnytt wnwe Yuighl
dhtuwljwt gpptp, wpdwtwgpmphtuutp, pwyg whnwwi nhuwtp U Gpotwlywl nwungndp Yp
Yumnwpnitht onwip (hquitbipng. wunptiptu, jnciwptl, wwpuytpbi: Gpp wjuop ghpp Yp gptup, phppe Yp
hpwnwpultp, dannyubp Yp gnudwpbtp onwp hgniubpny, pwe Y'puktp Gpt wwh dp vbp jhennnpbut
ujwiunwnehu Ypuy pwbwup b U G nupbpp:

‘Unjuhul Gpk wowgnphet ohwy gptipne ghtnh glipplwywt Gpbudp, wjuop Ypuwip uouhp hpwt
hpwzph dwupl, np wqq up thphtg wihbnwgndl: Swyp wnoplg hwjbptl, gpuiwiumpht vwltg
utthwuil fhqning, Unwidlg pp wtinp hwdwguwphughtt vpwynyphtt vte, hwnnppniting vtétpnt htw, duniim
wuny Gtokpnt, npntigdt, vhwyt pwup up wimbtp dwiop LU wpjuwphhl, huywtu Lwpbyuwghl, pujg ntn
Odwlopwgiwl Guphp niuplt Gquply Unnpwght, vtp optipnit vwlwtwln btpp wnwinubpp nnnnnn punjp
nupl, Uippup Gopp, Uppwp Sbpught, Utwihw Shpuiwghl, Uwjwe ‘Unduil, Ywipty dwpmdwip,
Utdwpkligp, dhqtt Mbsnuwitwlp, b gwilp tpyup k: <pwgp, wibih pwt hwqupwitwl vp, gpyniwd
wqquyht whnnptwt hwdumpny b dhwgtng  hqopniphiibl, wqquipht ghpny, wqquyht (kqning U wqqujhu
twlnypny wnljug bt wbikg hwy wqqp, hponmphty® qnp Jjwdwh Jwighnwiwip, Jupqufuoutpnt
Upyumptwdp, dwlbpbuwght uwigudweneiuttpne b qqugulwl pwpbubpmpbwlt dznizubpnit uke:

Rwjwunwil, dwiwatn Uhhiepp, wqgh wibih pwl Yku hunnnuwop, Ating dp Yyp quatnth G nupnt
Jugnipliwl vte: <wpy E Qtpuluwiqit; huybptUwluountphtup, hwy ghpt nt gpuywiniphiip, hwy qhppn
Gpunwpatting vbp nndutpp, nputugh wtitiup: Ujuop uujunuwihp—vwpunwhputtp G hwdwoluwphughtt &
vhwwnbuwl (o, dpwlnpp, npntg Ypnont GU hwdwlwpghsp U hwdwgulgp: Swlwiht wiwwnwy Lup
vhwmnbuwy dpwghp gnpowdtint hugtptung vbp hwnnppulygniphtiitpmt hwdwp, qptpk nghuy Y’pukup
dtipdtint hwvwp quunptwnwn hugbpky gptne pinhwipwgwd swiphpp: Uy nhipnipbwt Ginpt gutnin
wqqupwin wqnuyp Unpwhwu ubpminh gnyg wtwp £ wiwg b quyt unty Ubupnwh hpwzpp
wpniwltine... hwdwywpghyng b hwdwguigng:

Swy Gpbpne Ghunh wolp wrhp whnp ppw®y vtqut hipwpwUshipht np hp hnghhtt Uty ypyuk
Utiupnuh hpwigpp, nputugh jhumtt Gud hwphip wwph dtpg wigbwqny sfuounth dtp Jwuhl, wqgh wikih
pwl Ytu Uthhinph, npytuqh hwqupuitwl dp bup tynn ubpniinitpp bq jhobt qun Gpujunwghnniptudp,
putiind np UwjuBhUbpp ndnuwp wugUwibtpne Uty wwhbght wuwinp b Yuuytght: <wdwqquihtp Yp

Junwluh prrwg hpuzpp Ypenubptl:

usrrnuuyly  Jurnh@ebhu
UUULYUSPL UfEUUUL Bh UGUUNREU3PL UbNhEEUL




Swidwqquyhth
Cpowtiught Jwpsmptwt fvoupp

Swjy SGhptpnt Ghunht 1600 wvbtwlh wnpht, Swiwqquyhth Uptwnbwi Udtphugh Gpewtuhl
Juwpsmphtup Yot quy pp unp jwpquiipp, uktp ni Gpujunughuniphtip wuwoltwytu wuquf vp G hpu-
wuwpuyty hwy donngnipgh Utdwgnyt Umppbwht® Utupny Uwguinghl, npnit untndwd ghptipncu sunph,
Utup wqgnyhll nuuntbguip punwpuljhpp b jurtpdwywy dnnnynippubpmt hwnwugh Jwpphi:

Utupny Uwgwnngh, Uwhwy MNuwppbth ni wintg wowybpnubtpniu swipkpomt 2unphit unbndnuwud
lkqnil, vtqh hwugmg wqquyhtt widwhnpbwl ppui wngl:

Suwy ghpbpnt ghunny, vtup wqgndhlt Yp quplwip Unp nkvp U whnwy Ypnn dnnngnipn U, np
Yuiwg juiwg whuh unbndwgnpdtp U whwnh hhdutp pp kqniht Nuytnupp:

Gunphht wyn (kqnihtt t, np nupbpt h gtp vGUp Yp gnyumbtitup m nwluiht whwh qouontibp:
Utp Ghpt m Gpulwimphtip 6untin woun vtquk, dtp dnnnynipph huuwwnpkl:

1600 wiwphutp wnwy, vtp hugpbkupph Gpyuwiwdwpht Ypuy, vbp donndnipnh Jumnouri
wpttwdwght hwdwp, 2unphht Uwpningh U hp wpwltpnttpne tpughtt nt huunnpht® wuwnn Up dwqbigui,
np wwlunht nuptpt b dtp vtp Awlpwl Yp pooouwnpk:

Nwiwqqujhtp, pppit wpemt wwhwlyp wyn uppniphtutbpnil, hpplt hwy dowlynyph n qupnpbut
ukpt nt dwnwl, wolwphwuthhin hugnipbw gnymiphtip tpwguwnpbint tuyunwyng, hp Uwthubpod
Yuuwiht huwwnwphd duwme hbnwiljupubpng qnétg:

Suwy prune b hwy diwgne nwewuwipp §p pupniiwyneh: Ugluwphp htinghtnk untih Yp The-
Pwjwiwiwy bt hwdwqquyhp hp Jupght Unp dwpuwhputkputp Yp nhdwgpuik:

@nn SGhptipnt ghunht wyu uudwiui pnwiuip nuntwy hwdwyt vtp donngnipphte nfunh b top
wuypnuwh wnphip, jutdtwnmpbwt b vtp dnd puqumphtuttpp uwinudwnng hngh nt ngh, hwunp b
hwhuwy, npukquh hwy (Gqmu wibth ubh puetwy U hwy bGpgp, wuwpp, punpntl o unwinubpp wbkh Jun

wnwewnpwuputpny wuwhntht:

Snljuntidptip 2005

Swdwqquighp
Uptidntwt Udtphlugh
Opgwiwyht dwipsniphil
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1600 SU.LPUBMR ALLUAU,ENY,

Zwy dnpnynipih pGfinepbwl hwwnwndwG b gojunbufwG hhUGwlul no
wnweluyhl winitbuwGbptl vtyp byut hwy bqnil, hp ubthwlwG ghpbpny: 2wybpkG gh-
pbpnu ghunny wilpuweylgnibgwé by wnbih qopwgwl Ubp wqquyhG hpwjwinyniphiGlb-
ppy hGffwfunwhnippiGl no vinbndwgnpdwlwl nghl: b qoip skp, np wibjh fwl hw-
qup Ybg hwphip wwphGbp wnwg, huyjulwl ybwnniphiG b bybnbgh, funwfuljw b
Ypolfwluwl nbywdupniphil, wukG qunhnnniphil jwGaG wnhG, hwy ghpbpnt ghunny
hwppb|nt hwy dnym|nipph juibpdnipbwl Gudpw:

-Ubupnybw@ ghpbpp whwiwuhl Yp wnlwl 1600 wwphGbpt h ybp, hujunwy
puquupht ppGuhlbpat bu prnbuybnnipbwlg juwp pGunpwd phpuphG' hupniwdb-
It Ubp \bqniG, ghpl nu gqpulwlniphilp: 2wy |bqnihG nu ghphG hwlnkwy bp dnnn
youpnh qnipgnipwGfp hpwyt’ byud b hipophGul: Twpbpnt pGpwgfhl huiwfulwb
pt whhwwnwluwl quiwqul GwpwabnbniphiGlbp jugnpywd b6 hpwpny, jwlufy h ghl
ubd qnhnnnipbwlg, wwhbint hwdwp ubp NuybnGhyp, wdpwluwybiat* ubpnilnlbpny
huwjwywhwywlwl Yynphqp:

Ujuop, uwluyG, Uthhinfh dty pk 2wjwunwlh nwpwdfhl, wiwbwwnbu §'pjutf
dwypbGh |bqnthG hwlntwy wlhnwppbp ybpwpbpdnilfh, ju'njuytu bpp unynpulwubh
plpuwgf Yp uvnwbwb vbp (bqnihl Uty wbn ppwd owpwdnin wjjwlnwlniphiGibp: Yw)
wnwluihG Ubupnybwl hwpwquun nuqqugpnipbul npybgpawdh ywpuqul, jw'nlju-
ytu wqquyhl wpdkfGbpny qvwenp be YbpgGwlwl hwlqpniwGp bnny hwypbGh hanht

Ypuy

GGwhuwnwlfh bt bpwpnwghunnipbwl pouf wkwf b puby hwy |bgoih b gpu-
Yulnipbwl niponbuwyGbpnil, pwé wlnGf wGhwwnlbp pk Yunnyglbp, npnlg wlabni-
pwg b Gothpulwl wyhwinwlfny & Jhw)l, op gojunbiwd t Ubp ywypbGhG o gpuljw-
Gniphilp: UbupnybwG ghpbpnu 1600 wuwphGbpnt fwlwwwphny wjuop wibjh fwé bo-
pwlwuniGhhlq nuphGbp whybnoptl Yp funk «2wduqquyhl»p, npoil Gywwnwlp bppbf
wnlupniphil gk Gwlygwd: Swynnniphil whnp junpupywihG:

2U.8 8bUSNNILLY HGLLUSNRABUY
ULBhUSHUYL WUBPhYUBH
! UM MLULLY WNUHSE
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2wy dnnnynipnp, 26nphhe bp whudwlnbuy wwunbpnul, gupbpay Jwpouie Lm
hpgnz llll..]uqmum ;m, llhﬁum[{‘unllmpblﬁ winth@ ubp |bqnhG, huy lilp wqghl uslhuhn
gqpuiwlwlp bywd:

®uinf U. Ubupny Uwjinnghl, np hGwpbg vbp unipp nmnbpp, npnlg ginphp hay bhmm‘
L nupngGbpo Yudwplbpoil wnwml 16 qmphs qupnilwl hlshg hwynt fliupnp wn by
qopwguit ntuwinpsbwl Ubp Rppuninbiuwl huvenfp:

Suinf wwlhyBbpnil, npn@f Ymquywph Ypwy thal bghl Ubqh Ybp wwmulauphulp by
ubOf ﬂ?gmﬂ‘gbim nqghylsnih mﬁﬁﬂn gnmﬁ]m. kpbpny, hwmwnﬁ nhlmghd mu
huyjuin n& hngh niulbgu@f pk' huul:bﬂ fL| u b pk' lllll:&l b nnupy,  Jbp
bllhqbggﬂbpnq, nuypnglbpny, Wywlnipwjh o pupbuppulwl vhnuphuibbpny:

dwnf ybp 1915-h bnbnlh Jbpwuponlbpoil, npnlf Uniphny Bdwogunh wusqlbpad dpey
Uwpwnngh Ugpnipblp npnatbghl® npylkuqh 2wing wwundniphtll ni hwpniwa BHuhopp
s'wlhbnwGuy wyhwphh yuwndnipbwl bgbpka:

Uyuop, wphnwphh wnwpwdfhl, Ublf Yp nolwpufphGf wyu ghunhl 1600wdbwlp ne dbp (bgach by
hiuur:hfbﬂ“qn?mtbmrufn, unJi] hwingnidny np wlbpbp fudfn] gyhwh 2\npntﬂ|nl|bhf huyng
bppp:

lwy Og@nipbw@ Uhnipbw@ Upbufinbwl Udbphhwih Uhwgbw) Lwhwlglbpne Gppwiieyg
'lu:\lpzn?.phl.% L }1[? 26p\l'luuﬂm6|1ulbpnl. mﬁl}\nd‘nlhﬁﬂbpn lfnlum.ﬂl:ﬂ ll]z ‘}H’N‘f& %hg
unbndfw@ lEOOmd’buxlm bi 2wdwqquyhGh Uby pGunwlpfp, np hppbe huy Wulnph !"""-'“i"‘x
gwhp Wunwjun wwhbg L Gwhwdbnlby wwundwhuwl wp poiwlwlh  dngayppugh
woliwpfpniphilp npnil g()ll'n Ywulwlhg byuu:

20U UbhUSHUYL UhUBEUL LUZLLFULMNR

GPULUBHL LUP2NhRRRY

The cherished letters of the Armenian alphabet sustained the Ar ian people throughout the
centuries, ensuring the vitality of our language and the perpetuity of our people.

Glory to Saint Mesrob Mashdots, who i ted our blessed letters. Under the arches of our churches

and schools for 16 centuries, prayers filled the air with the aroma of incense and strengthened our
Christian faith,

Glory to our historians, who passed on our history to us through ipts. In our homeland and
in the Diaspora, our hearts soared and were inspired with the vivid texts, and we gained our unique
character and spirit with our churches, schools, cultural and philanthropic organizations.

Glory to our 1915 Genocide Survivors, who inscribed the Mashdotsian Alphabet on the hot sands of
the Syrian Desert, so that the Armenian history and the rich culture will endure throughout the
pages of world history.

Today, all over the world, we are celebrating the 1600th anniversary of the invention of the
Armenian alphabet, and the sust of our language and faith, with an unfaltering conviction for
our continued existence.

The Armenian Relief Society of Western U.S.A., Regional Executive, with its 26 chapters applauds
the Hamazkayin family for initiating the events to celebrate the 1600th anniversary of the
INVENTION OF THE ARMENIAN ALPHABET in a populous forum, and for giving us the

opportunity tobe part of it.

ARS. OF WESTERN U.S.A.
REGIONAL EXECUTIVE
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Cpgwhuht Qwpsniphils
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QPwpdh buptistwl
Uunbbwuytin

Uwpghu Ywpunybnbwl
Onfu-Unbbwwytn

Untit Stp Yphgnptiwl
Uwnbbwnuhp
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The 1920s marked the beginning of a significant political and cultural upheaval in the
history of the Armenians.

The 1915-1923 genocide perpetrated by the Turkish Government, as well as the perse-
cutions by the Soviet regime after the fall of the First Republic of Armenia in 1920,
created major turmoil in the lives of the Armenian people. Survivors were dispersed all
over the world, the Middle Eastern countries becoming the most significant region of
refuge.

At this critical juncture, on May 28,1928, a group of nine intellectuals,among them
writer and educator Levon Shant, historian and critic Nigol Aghbalian, former foreign
minister of the Republic of Armenia Dr. Hamo Ohanchanian, and stage director and art
critic Kaspar Ipekian, founded the Hamazkayin Publishing and Cultural Society in Cairo,
Egypt.

The objective of Hamazkayin was to provide a sound education to the new generation,
and to strive towards the preservation of the ethnic identity and cultural heritage of the
Armenian people living outside their homeland.

Subsequently, Hamazkayin chapters were founded throughout the Middle East, Europe,
the United States, Canada, South America, Australia,and most recently in the Republic
of Armenia.

Hamazkayin has been successful in establishing secondary and higher educational
institutions which have prepared scholars, literary figures,and community leaders. It has
also played a major role in the field of publishing, and for over seventy years, including
thirty years in the United States, has contributed to the advancement of culture in
general.

Hamazkayin is a nonprofit organization, presently functioning under the official name of
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society.
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405 A.D. represents a very significant date in Armenian culture. As we all know, it was circa this
time that Mesrop Mashtots invented the letters of the Armenian alphabet, creating the begin-
nings of a written Armenian literary tradition. Though Armenians prior, such as King Ardavazt |,
had written plays and histories, these works were not in Armenian, but rather in Greek and Syriac.
Furthermore, before the pre-written era, Armenia also had a rich oral tradition, recited by gossans
who were accompanied with lyres or other instruments.

Ancient Historians provide three traditions relating to the invention of the Armenian alphabet
by Mesrop Mashtots. The first,and probably most well known, is the account of Movses Xorenatsi,
the patmahayr or “father of Armenian History who claims to also be a pupil of Mashtots, In
Xorenatsi’s account, Mesrop, after appealing to learned men around him and finding on resuits,
seeks refuge in prayer, and in his heart appears to him a right hand writing the shapes of the
Armenian alphabet on rock. Thus, Xorenatsi’s account illustrates the presence of the hand of God
in the creation of the Armenian alphabet. Another account is provided by the Historian Lazar
P'arpetsi, a patron of he Mamikonian family, who in his History places great importance on the
holy patriarch Sahak in the formation of the Armenian alphabet by Mashtots; for he claims that if
it wasn't for the surpassed knowledge of Sahak, they would not be able to adjust the letters from
Greek to Armenian.

Henceforth, most of our knowledge about the figure Mashtots comes from a biography written
by one of his pupils Koriun after his death. Koriun’s Vark Mashtotsi (The Life of Mashtots) is not only
an important historical source, but its also the first example of biographical writing in Armenian,
from which authors of other hagiograhies, such as Agathangelos on the Life of Saint Gregory have
taken their model. Although Koriun does not say much about the early life of Mashtots, he
provides knowledge of the invention of the alphabet, his work as a translator and teacher, his
missionary activities in the provinces to the east and north (also one visit to the Roman side of the
border), and finally his death.

According to Koriun, after appealing to Catholicos Sahak and the Armenian King Vramshapuh,
Mashtots set forth to seek a man named Daniel who had put together a script for Armenian, no
trace of which survives today. Because Daniel’s script was based on a Semitic script, the letters
were insufficient to render all the syllables of the Armenian language. Thus Mashtots took with
him some men to Edessa ( Ourfa), center of Syriac speaking Christianity on the Roman side of the
border with Iran, where he then assigned his pupils to two groups one to the Assyrian school in
Edessa and the other to the Hellenistic School in Samosata (north of Edessa on the Euphrates).
Resuming prayers with his co-workers, God finally granted him the letters of the alphabet, at
which time Mashtots designed, named and determined the other order of the letters and the

syllabication based on the Greek model, designating a separate sound for each consonant and
each vowel.
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Mashtots’ prodigious achievement, thus, made way for the beginning of the translations into
Armenian, the first of which was the translation of the Proverb of Solomon, As the first teacher, he
established schools where instruction was now held in the Armenian language. Furthermore
according to Koriun, the creation of the alphabet also became the solution invented by mashtots
to spread Christianity throughout all of Armenia.

This year marks the 1600th anniversary of the invention of the Armenian alphabet.As a resulto
this crucial and fundamental achievement, the Armenian people have celebrated an opulent
literature throughout the centuries. The Armenian alphabet has occupied an essential role in
preserving our history and a large part of our cultural identity. In the United states and around the
world, one of the first tasks of immigrants has been to create Armenian schools where the global
youth are encouraged to learn to read and write in the Armenian language. The importance ofthe
preservation of our language and literature has resulted in our long-time endurance in the melt-
ing pot of other societies. Our individuality has enabled us to stand out from other cultures and
persist through the challenges that history has brought up against us-foreign domination, wars,
persecution and genocide. The image of the exhausted mother with torn vestments on the route
of deportation in Deir-El-Zor teaching her child the Armenian alphabet on the sand, is symbolic of
the very struggle Armenians have overcome throughout the centuries because of the importance
they placed on maintaining one’s cultural and literary identity through an oral and written
language-all of which was made possible by that teacher and Saint Mesrob Mashtots who
through the power of God gave the world and the Armenian nation the letters of the Armenian

alphabet.

Tamar Boyadjian
Graduate Armenian Studies
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, UCLA
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Uppniptiwt ofwjulitipp:
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Pujg wiuu wunligut Yuy, twl vhwp' wyll funnnp hpwywiniphitip, np htnghtnl, Ynwhnghy
uljuwd b nunlwg: ;

Ujuop, witunipip U nupdbwp wiwdwy, hwy 6unnpp hp quuyht htwn sh Ypltwp fuouhy huytptl, G,
npnghtntt quiyhlt ghngwdp Yud wlqrptut £ U Yud pnwbptip, Yud $pwiubptit b U fud vupubGpeild
Ut Yuwu wy wpwpbpbup b Juu vhwtpp: Uyp fuoupny® puigh hwybptUtt' niphy oty wyp (hgne dp Uhuy U

Uyu nupnit woiwphwyiwgnidh whunnp hnuwtph dp wngl Yp qunthip' wiqqniphli: Gu mml{ullh“"‘.
wunp Ypuwy whnp b wikgulp dp (kqniht no dowynypht hwinktuyy Upvwpbih t dtqut 2untpniu %
wlwnwppbpmphtp, qnpu dbq Yp wwth npkyh nuuwpnd, Ynpdwind, Angnd:

&hyn &, np hwtwgulgn qupqugnig onwp (gt nt junfuugtu' wiqikptip: Ruyg wyu Atnd
ghuniphtip hp pwphphtt htin Utgh phpwt Uwl hp swphpp:

Ujuop, Utp hwy tphnnwuwpnitpp ndpujunwpwn, Ubkupnuywéht ghppng st np hpwpne htn YR
hwnnpnuyght: ‘

MNtwp k, np wpphwluwl jutAtwenphtutbpng b dnwébultpyny wyn ghpbpp wnuginpntUR UL
pnnphtt nintutipp:

<wj ghptipnt qhunhtt 1600wdbwlp uwgnyt Atiny wpdtinplip Ubdwutu whwnp bt Swnwgl dGp
tphinwuwpy nu yuwpdwl ubpniigbpnet, jhebgubineg, pt hwpy §oun Awlstwt vbp wigbugp:

Npnyhtnte §p updbiip, np dwdwiwllu b twl hwjwglb; hwdwguigh (hqnili: <wjtipkung
hwiwgulg up, thpymptwl pwunh np Yplwy Junwpb:

Bwéwlu vtp donnynipnh upwhnuiht hwdwp quiwqui qopwpwpdtpnt wuht Yp Juouhlip:

Uyw dwdwlwll kb twl hufly vbp Juouwlgulwl U pk gpuinp [kqnihti: Miwp L dbpdbl wukl
onwpugmy U tnwédl wy dwppwgnpdty, htnnt wwhbing qhp witt fuwpwpndk:

Gpt Yp hwwwnwip, np dbp hqmi vhp guuyuitihnpbwt yhuwyt b nwnh nputugh wi Uy
dwwlwl nt wwpq UkpQuynipht ¢p, wyw witl pwll wowy wwpuwnp Gip quyt hwpwqun ot &oqnhu
qnpdwoky ubtp wnubpkl, dhp pnpnp winudplbpkl, dtp dnnndubtptu U vbtp nupngubpku Ubpu:

Uju Utyp junluutu vbp tphnwuwpny ubpniinhtt don wigtnwagtih wwpunuwingehel upt £ I
Utip pnpopht nuubpmit Ypuy npnuwd wqquiphtt Uhd i wydvbwiwl wuwpuwpnipht up: :

nn Swy Gphptine Ghunpl 1600 wubwyp peppphu hwdwp puntuy huptwdwiwsdul hwugpmuuwl UD, :
ntuh wqquyht upwthnith wnwelnpnnn Unp mnh, U hwy (kqnth m dpwynyph nky ggnuwd i
ndnuwpniphttitpt n wpnwhpunkpibpp junpwhwptine vhunn®' niunh op Up:
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NhpS UGSULAMNS

Utupn‘yy, hwy nuptpnti nhiwg Yhgnn
Tt umudwinbuy wwywunwd,
mu Jwimylbpm vbpl nmnbnku
Uhtght hwUdwpp gniptp gurtmn,
Shunuygnpbwt wiqhun thwpnu...
UbuUULERO

Uputt Sounjtwi

Unwghtt pphunntbwt khip, wyktwp tp wpnkl hwywugthp quyl, wqqujinugbithtip, huwy pwlnyph
wkp' huypbihph Ybpwoéthup, dnnngnipnp thpybio, Jumnoob U63 jnjund qhtthup, hwjghniphtin wimguih
Ytpwokhlp:

Un ponpp bnun «Udbtwhuyp b wobiwhwyy Ubupny Uwiginngh Ynnuk:

Uunmuwdwyniish nuiwiutptl tnp, onUsp hwy Ubkupnuwhlt npput mdght dhq splintg U Ypoti—
PR nupdmg htwguwlwl U wqquyhl unwiu, nng tmphil, nupdnig qunuithwph bt wgpnuubpng
wuhmtu dwnwig-2nbdwpul:

Utp [hqnit, 1600 wwphbpnt we nt whbwl hp Uypmmdutpne dty vhon wuydwnwdugy, dhom
wupdwnuwnkt, wjuop Ymqulp uvbtp ubpt m wipuguwupbih Unithpnwfbbpp Shuwlurnwptne wyl
qtintighy ghunhtt hwdwp, np vtqh vhwiqudugl junbpdmphtt uupgbitg:

Nuitnuptwt dwunwignptwl wyu uwidwiugnup wjddbwluiwgnig bht nuptpne Gpugp
dnnnmpnh up, np dwih, Upwpumnbwi nunh ke, np U wnhwuwpml wyundoiol Swywonwbh
nwpwdphtt dujnwuyunnytputpny, utuwghputpnd thnpAwd kp hp hngtuzulnipuhln wpnwywwn
phiiutpp npnguty, sktp Yptwp snibblug hp wypnipbip b minogue: Ge hugnipbwt hpugpughie o
unwiny dtp ghnwygmptwt znqupdwuynditpp ppwl dwiwiugh Ufwl dGp hnghUbpn:

Swy wqquhtt hpuwt gnyniptwt wju hqnuuujut UEd junpwiwihtt putp wigoulty
duvwuwlyh pnpp pnudplpp, hwigpnuuitghtt dunwpuuwwh Sntuwhurighumple:

Suwjp (hgpwinpnitigut: Swiwfu tpyhp, whnnphtt Ynputgnigwd, hp Ypudtminh ubpdtpp
Ytpuwquune hwy (kqnihtt Ut hpptt pupdwginn Yhluwhhip vtp plwfuountpburi:

Lkqnit Utp wqqht* spinniutg Uwhwiy, qhgnid, hpunwjunhmphit: Utphe nt wignil wjumbp
quyu hpudbp thnpdtghti, purjyg duwghtt winywhwp phpbug jupnigwd wnbkinht Uke:

Spuwizp hnyuynibigur duntinp winp:

Gt wdtu hwy wn wnwuybip quuut duhwht ke hp dop, utg winp gt wipkpkl,
hwdwnbutg winp wiwwywliuwl unhbputpk:

Gt Suyng Ltqmu nupdun ghuiniphiip hwjuunwituyg thbnbkgng, npnil Awpuwpuubungehip
thwinph U wwpdwuph winn pwppwp Ypt § woluwphhlt nunnuwd, npntt funjuiljibpp Gl
huymptwt (tppudhindwl junphnipn funphtttpp, npnit Gunnygp uppunkd® tnuie qklip ne qputh huy
hunwnugbuitpp Wuanwywunn witiwqgh b uypuinuly gponhubpne nkd, npmb nonuigikpp hp
Juntpdnipbwt wunnguidp hwugnightt nyhwinut ndyhwinu & npmt wpwljutibpbl wpAulnmg
pnUphttipp tnwt vtgh nkd wpdwlynumud pupulubpmt Juhwiltpp:

Muwpuniphtutp vhq Uknbght nupuinp wwqluuibpn poipuititipp: pwjg UnyUihuy gnipu
wihtpnitt hwy Eniphitp junpwhwptg Ubp wuydwemphtip fuwthwibne ndgny Uplninpunutipnu
Uznizutipp: Upticutipnt &wnwquipltpp vtgh phpht hqopmppuipn Jtpuigpnih uppoipliwl, dbpuuls
hwgnibgutp wiwwuwy, wihybh © wiynpbsbih hwintpAwipp Ypytwuunipoes by gunign
hpugphtr:

Suwyjng (hqmu Gnun'

Utp wigbuwih unbunwpuinp,

Ubtp yuunumptwt wjdvtwluiwgndp,

‘Utipyul pninn, wpyon, wwhwywing' qtnbgynphiittpne duhwnp,

Ruin, ngh, wpuwjwynniphty,
uhpny tpg, nwquuiwu bpp, Jwlfuywul opop,

Unuwunpng ybtpbpunt wdpulbpn vwimfuwdumn:

Unpulignightp Awjuunudwpuntp, pujg tpphp wunnbpuqup hwy (qnthl, np dtpdbg Lwhwby,
tnut dwdwiwyubpnt umwynwupp wphwdwphnn nghl, pnntd® hwy nwpouhhe gonupbul wep—
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nunpnuwd  nwpudnpiiutpne udnipgubpniu:

Culsmbgwup tpp quyu nghny thnjuwphliine wwpwupp juwnughtp, vynpuwind np huwy (hgnil
ngpu E hugupuumpbwty, Ynphqp hwy Ytwuph pninp juhquiumdutpmu, nydp gqbpupnhy
UbpUugnuiutipniu:

Ltqni-ngh dtyp vhuungd wwydwluwnp, dtyp dhund wdpnnouwt U wbpdhdwumn:

Ltigne-ngh wipdwnwyut wyupwt ndtin, dtp Empbwt Gupwhnnht dte, npmt wpduljwsd
Shripnit ghwuwt tupwmuitpp:

Wyu ohttptl dumligw unp Jultp, Unp pumbp: ‘Lnpwgwd (hqnit dwitwijkgun huympbul
utipplugfuuphught thnpapynin. wihpubipny, spunmutg nwpwgpniphi, pnnnphg wutuoptuy
wndunnniiutipni nky:

Utinw’y Utupnup Uwgngpl...:

Uju glinouht tpypupugny, anwiinuiguih munigsht. wuhntuopkt wuwpunwwi U wuwonwdniuph
qhnwlgmptwdp Yyp unpngliup dbtp hwoonwpdniphtup:

Ghunwlguljput quyunpbunip gtn §p 2upniuwybup nbutbp winp wiywpnbh qopniphiup:

Uw® wipptiop wilifh pungp U hngtpny hughtt, pwu hwytptup: Uwliwiwin bp wdtlopbuy
(tpwountugh nghte Yp hwidwyl dtp nng Etniphtup b hht thwnpp Unpngnuwd, Unp thwnph tpwdniwd
yp thenhnnhu Gunphwih pwpwljwttpnd, Lwptughh Uuwnndng htn niitigwd qpnygubtpni uke:

Gt nwiuitht wugud up G ghetigkp np ubpp hwybpkung wnwphunmphtu k:

<uwy hqmut gpopwyih Udwt fuwnumnippll, wqunniphtt m yundngehta k:

Sugbipkup wuwnpuiup spungniung - ppuiupuignmpht k:

Qhenuip dwh hwdwpnn Jénwlwuniphiu k:

<uytiptup wpnhwljut £ ooe htwpnyp, hutunwdp £ one hyjwponightt, vpwigugmd kU
Utippugnid:

Sugbptup wpdwl L one pippnnniphtu

Fonnp nu wnopp, hvwgnud U qqugnid:

Uut't wdtt hug b ohwy (hqniu, wnwwn unbndwgnpdmphit £ b viwunht shtpynuwd hnn:

Uwqunup Lk, ghpp t nt Ainwghp:

Quijnuwuwy £, Awjtwuthhie £ U upunybpuuthhin:

Gt wydd Gykp hqopwgutip Ubkupnybwl Yuwjupniphtup:

Uhwju nt dhwyt Ujpmptip pon hugk pognp pngnp quigptpniy, pagnp popnp ncuypni uke:

Lungpuglitp hwy wnng Ywwnpwunipp pipwlitpp, ey stiwlp np Uhq Yuuik onwphtu pdwjpp:

Gutp Ytpunht hwjbptung swdpbup Ywpp vbp quuuuyubpniu:

Gytp unpngbup ubp hunwwnwpdwgptpp:

bpt pwsmphti t hwjbptuny hwj vlwy, pws Gup vtlp, wyn: Gpt JubUpnphtu £ wyn, jubup
tup Utlp, Yp bpwihptlp pwy nt jutklp nuntuwp nmp wy huytptupt hwdwp:




UnplUuul 3Snphjtutttpp
412-1912 15121912

Uvtlwyt <uyng Ywpnnhlynu Stnpg G.h hpwhwigny, Ubupnuybuli ;umbpnt qhimnpt 150 wubwlhtr b
Swy Swwqpnipbwl 400 wutwlhl wnpht, pnnp wjuwphhu dpuy guiimnn huytp vwppbghtt Ypotmuljurt,
nupnguiwi nt dnnnypnuyhtt thwnugnip hwimtultp, npntp optp wbtkght: b dwmwpugunn (patt
Utnpnut wyu Ypyuwy Snphjbwiitpnit hwighunipbwlg), 11 Soyw. 1912h tpkynjht Yunnwpnibgun
Twhwwnotiwy Pupquwiswg jhournuyhl: Swenpy Op' wunwpwg U. Ubupnuh glipbquuthle gpuy
Oulwl, wuyw uunqudunnpitpnt Awnbp Grugpy: Yhpulh, Snynbdptp 14ht Uugp Swiwph dky
wwunwpwq b hngkhwighun «gph U nupugpmptul Juunulunpitph Jhownuyhiy, nput; jtwng 2pkn
gtipbynyp* tpgbiny m puwiwjuountphtiitpny: Uju pnnpp Yplimbtigut Uyl gptinnipturdp 1913hU Gws: Paly 4.
Mnthu np Sw&Ywhuyng Ytnpnp Yp hwdwpnth, punupuiul witywun wwpuquitpne pepdudp
hwpunpnuws tp jhnwaqly Utd Snphtwhitpp, wotbmy quintp ytpgugnn wnwpnglt Snm. 12ht Cupup
op: Utnpnuh Jwpsniptwl hpuikpny' wopwhuwy dnunpuiuitbpl, nuyupoiunkpph @ wntapoiwiitpl
JuqUmud juwidtwjundp vp junbpdugng UUSUG-UBULOMND U wnwsht wniwuigphy Utunurs 3uun,h
Jhwnuyutpp, Gnw-Gupmp yundwiwi Uugp Gytntghht utp: Pul donnyppuut uimudun hotmEuttn
wtinh nubgwt Junuywenpny opp, Yppuwlh, vwypwpwnwphu pninp wpnuwpdwittpni Uk, hupuke wl
quuwnUtpp: Utkigubtp pk wju wnpht Guqunibihp Yppulul  folis vp h Uuuwuwm, Uqg. dnnndh
Uwluwdtnunmpbwydp hhup npoibgun hwiquiuynptwt ¥p np wwpinju pupwgphlt tiu pwg whnh diwy
np uwluyt skUpwmpnihp pk whwh Yupbiwy hwuthy wyt hujuy gnudfwpht qop hunwpbghtt Mnwwhuwgp: G
npytugh wn hwuwpul dnnnypnbtwt pnpp nuuwupgbpp Gupbiwt dwuiulyghy wju hwiquimynpbul,
Snptihtwjwl Swidtwfunwpp hpwuuipurl hwitg qnupnitunwiuwi «pupp-poupwpUtp, qupnuitpulitp,
Unvhnuu dwpnuytnt Awjtwgpnuud «07] vtdwupwly nnu Liqnoyl, . Gi.:




Dr. PETER COWE

S.Peter Cowe, is a Professor of Armenian Language and
Culture at the University of California, Los Angeles. Dr.
Cowe is a founding member of the Association Interna-
tional des Etudes Armenians (1983) and the Society for the
Study Of Caucasia (1986).From 1987 he served as a
member of the executive council of the Society for Arme-
nian Studies.In 1997 Dr.Cowe became the secretary,and in
2001, the vice president of SAS. Dr. Cowe completed the
Frasherburgh Academy of Scotlad in 1971. In 1975 he
received M.A.in Armenology and subsidiary Theology
from the University of Oxford, Mansfield College. From 1980-81 as part of his studies at the
State University of Yerevan, he conducted manuscript research at the Matenadaran Insti-
tute for the Preservation and Study of Ancient Manuscripts. In 1983 Dr. Cowe received
Ph.D. in Armenology from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. From 1983-84 he was a
lecturer in Armenian Studies at HUJ. From 1984 to 1996 he lectured Armenian Studies at
the Columbia University, New York. In 1996 Dr. Cowe became professor of Armenian Stud-
jes at UCLA. In 2000 he was appointed as the holder of the Grigor Narekatsi Chair in Arme-
nian Language and Culture at UCLA. Dr.Cowe is the author of Commentary on the Divine
Liturgy by Xosrov Anjewatsi (1991); The Armenian Version of Daniel (1992); Mxitar
Sasnetsi’s Theological Discourses(1993); The Armenian Manuscripts in the Cambridge
University Library Modern Armenian Drama: An Anthology (2001); has edited, translated
and contributed to the Deaconess in the Armenian Church (1994); Modern Armenian
Drama: An Anthology (2001) Pilgrimage to Jerusalem by the Eastern Churches (1984);
Armenian as a Pluricentric Language (1991); The Armenian Version of the Epistle Jeremiah
(1991); Text and Context: Studies in Armenian New Testament (1994); New Approaches to
Middle Armenian Language and Literature (1995); Generic and Methodological Develop-
ments in the Theology in Caucasia From the Fourth to Eleventh centuries Within an East
Christian Context (1996); The Glory of Bizantium(1997); Medieval Armenian Literary and
Cultural Trends in the Armenian people from Ancient to Modern Times volume 2 (1997);
Relations between the Kingdoms of Vaspurakan and Ani in Armenian Van/Vaspurakan
(2000) and has also published numerous articles.
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Dr. Stephan Astourian

is the Executive Director of the Armenian Studies Program at the
University of California, Berkeley. He is also the William Saroyan
Adjunct Assistant Professor in Armenian and Caucasian history in the
Department of History of that university.

Professor Astourian was born in France, where he went through the
rigorous training of the elite preparatory classes to the Ecole Normale
Supérieure. As a result of his ranking in that national competitive
examination, he became a “student Professor.” Astourian received his
Licence (B.A.) from the University of Paris I (Sorbonne). He then
pursued his graduate education there and earned a Maitrise (M.A.) and
D.E.A. (Diplome d'Etudes Approfondies), both summa cum laude. His *
interest in Armenian history led him to move to U.C.L.A. where he
earned a second M.A. and completed his Ph.D. in Modern Armenian and
Caucasian History in 1996.

Dr. Astourian served as editor-in-chief of Jusur: The UCLA Journal of Middle

Eastern Studies and as treasurer on the Executive Council of the Society for

Armenian Studies. He is currently serving as a member of the Academic Board of the Zoryan Institute; of the
Editorial Board of the Armenian Review; of the Advisory Committee of the Caucasus and Central Asia Program
(Institute of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, U. C. Berkeley); and of the Academic Board of the
Center for Contemporary Armenian Studies (Paris, France).

Professor Astourian is the editor of MemorIkon (Los Angeles: Arvest Publishing, 1997) and the author of numer-

ous articles and essays on modern Armenian, Ottoman, and Azerbaijani history and on post-Soviet Caucasian

politics.

His most recent publications include “Mdavoragan Timatroutioun?: Ernst Jéingeri Marmaria Jayrapourkneroun
Vra Vebin Zanazan Imasdnere” [“Intellectual Resistance? About the Diverse Meanings of Emst Jéinger’s On the
Marble Cliffs] In Gam:

Hantes Verloudzagan [Gam: Analytical Journal] 7 (2005); “Armenian Demography, the Homeland, and the Dias-
pora: Trends and Consequences” in Arméniens et Grecs en diaspora: approches comparatives, edited by Bruneau
Michel, Ioannis Hassiotis, Martine Hovanessian, and Claire Mouradian (Athens : Ecole frangaise d’Athénes, Fall
2005); and “State, Homeland, and Diaspora: The Armenian and Azerbaijani Cases,” in Currents. Cross-Currents
and Conflict : Transnationalism and Conflict in the Caucasus and Central Asia, edited by Touraj Atabaki and
Sanjyot Mehendale (London: Routledge, 2004). Dr. Astourian is currently completing the manuscript of a book
on the origins of the Armenian Genocide.
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Zwiwgquiih UpkidwbwG Udphywih CpewGwihb
Yuwpynpbwlh
Guquwlapywd QunGwpyGtip
‘unthpniwd Shphpm Shunp 1600 UidkwyhG

U..- Bphunwuwpn, wpmbunwgbnGipn-«18-35 wwpkywb-qdwgpnietwl
upgnmuu:

Fo- RQwhdnplhwhwy pnpnp updwpuwiihpn wawipnmpehwl dhel
gdwgpnipbwl W wpwunpmpkwl vpgndGhp:

9.-Uhoptwy qhwnwdnnny, Swpwp 24 Ukupwnbupkp 2005hG, UCLA-D Rolfe
Hall-h utg, Ykuopk wnwy dwup 10EG UhGyl Ytuopk twnp dwup 5:
QunGwpyh griuunnp YuquuykpwhyG © UCLA-h QwytipkG (kqnih L
epwulmptwl ¢Lwpklwghy wdwhnGh ywphy thpnd. ®hepnp Lwnh:
Opwephl dwu whnh Yuqukl (hgmupwGiip b wwndwpwGGEp, npnGp
whwh fwouhG qhpipnt ghunhG, Ukupny Uwwngh, Nuytnupn, Awy
nywgpmpebwl b wy Gmpbpnt dwuhG:

Fe-puyupulughG AwbnhuniehG-pwGutountpinG' Uppwyh 2 ZnynbUpin

2005nG, UkGnkyh Alex pwwnbpuupwhhG Uke:
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Ani Hovannisian-Kevorkian

Producer, director and writer, Ani Hovannisian-Kevorkian has traveled the globe documenting compel-
ling storie an turning them into award-winning videos and television shows. She is recognized for her
examination of the lives and achievements of people, especially those within the medical realm. From
sparse operating rooms in Siberia to backstage green rooms at thc‘Gr'ammys, Am b:ings fresh and
inspiring stories to countless viewers. Her network and cable credits include Fox's “Incredible Medical
Miracles” and “Guiness World Records Prime Time,” TLC's “How’d They Do That?,” CBS's “Most
Fascinating Women,” ABC’s “The Home Show,” NBC's “Rosie O'Donnell at the Grammy’s,"HGTV's
“Willard Scott’s Home and Garden Almanac,” syndicated “Extra,” and variety of other series, specials
and pilots.

She Ii)s also a video writer and producer with Robin Lewin Productions. Ani's work consistently ranks
among the highest in the corporate video industry, as evidenced by more than 15 national lwmls. She
was most recently honored with the U.S. International Film and Video Festival’s 2005 First-Place Gold Camera Award for a video
she produced and wrote for the American Heart Association about Camp Del Corazon, a camp for children with heart disease.
Hovannisian graduated Summa Cum Laude from UCLA with Bachelor of Arts Degree in Mass Communication in 1986, and from
USC with a Master of Arts Degree in Broadcast Journalism in 1990. She is an active member of the Directors Guild of America and
the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. Ani was an English language anchor and reporter on Horizon Armenian Television
from its inception in 1988 until 2000, when she was married and moved to Venezuela with her husband, Armenio Kevorkian. During
those twelve years at Horizon and its predecessor, Tele-Nairi, Ani covered daily Armenian life, from the tragedies of the earthquake
to the triumphs of independence and beyond. She began her frequent travels to Armenia in 1976.

The granddaughter of Genocide survivors from Kharpert, Erzerum and Ordu who started life anew in fertile fields of San Joaguin
Valley, Ani was born in Fresno. While the careers of her parents, historian Richard G. Hovannisian at UCLA and Dr. Vaztiter Kotcho-
losian Hovannisian at Kaiser Permanente took the family to Los Angeles in the early 1960s; Ani and her brothers, Raffi (now living
in Armenia), Armen and Garo and their parents remain rooted in Fresno, where 95-year-old Grandmother Siroon Hovannisian lives.

Now, back from Venezuela, Armenio and Ani live in Los Angeles with their children, four-year-old Sophene, a studentat Holy
Martyrs Ferrahian Preschool, and one-year-old Daron.

Manoug Seraydarian

Manoug Seraydarian was born in Aleppo, Syria. He has been an active member of Hamazkayin Educational and
‘ Cultural Society since 1981 and has held different positions both in local and regional committees of the
organization until 2000. Dr. Seraydarian has received his doctoral degree from Aleppo University in 1988 and
has been a lecturer in the same university until 1992. Since 1979 Dr. Seraydarian has been a teacher of
Mathematics and Sciences in various schools both in Syria and the United States.

From 1981 to 1998 Dr. Seraydarian has performed with Hamazkayin theatrical groups featuring various roles.
Currently, Dr. Seraydarian is the chairman of the Department of Mathematics at Rose and Alex Pilibos Armenian
School. He is also the news editor and anchor at Horizon Armenian Television and hosts “Focal Point”
(Gizaged), a talk show and social discussion forum at Horizon TV.
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National Anthems ---------————————————c—o - Rima Karapetian :
Accompanied on piano by Armenouhie Terterian
Musical Performance ----------—=-———mcmmmmm—mommev Lark Chorus
Gomidas/Ov Medzaskanch
Resolution Presentation ------------=--—--==-—-===—- Dario Frommer
California Assembly Majority Leader
Recitation —-——--— oo Armenian schools’ Students
Keynote Speaker in English - ----- -~~~ ——<-mcce- Dr. Stepan Astourian
Dance Performance - Hamazkayin Ani Dance Company
Hampartsoum / Zartnenk
Intermission
Theatrical Performance ------ -— Dawn

Director: Aram Kouyoumdjian
Music Composer: Sebu Simonian
Performers: Mesrop Mashtots / Sebu Simonian
Ensemble / Shant Dabbaghian
Tro Krikorian / Alene Petrossian
Christine Petrossian
Synopsis: Director Aram Kouyoumdjian and composer Sebu Simonian have dramatized the Siamanto poem “St.
Mesrop” — a tribute to the invention of the Armenian Alphabet — as a theatrical performance set to original music, The
adapted script consists of four movements, opening with The Invocation — the plea for divine inspiration and guidance.
Itis followed by The Struggle, an exploration of the conflict between hope and self-doubt during the process of creation,
The third section depicts The Invention as a moment of extraordinary vision, and the piece concludes with The Legacy,
which celebrates the “dawning” of a new age of literacy and enlightenment.

Dance Performance ------=-==-----ooooe____. Hamazkayin Ani Dance Company
Unlreli Zankagadoun
Musical Performance ---------—ooee__________ Garineh Avakian, mezzo soprano
Accompanied on piano by Victoria Simonian
Hayasdan / Tzayn dour ov dzovag
Keynote Speaker in Armenian ----- — Dr. Peter Cowe
Musical Performance -----—————oomee__________ Element



Rima Karapetyan

Soprano, began her musical studies at the age of seven while attending the school of
music ofArmen Tigranian. She continued her studies at the College of Music where she
majored in piano, and the YerevanConservatory of Music of Komitas, where she majored
in voice. She has performed leading roles in Tosca,MadamaButterfly,and Porgy and Bess.
More recently, Ms. Karapetyan sang the leading role of Liu in Puccini’s Turandot withthe
Los Angeles Opera Company. She is also know for her interpretation of Armenain
Spiritual music. She is the win-ner of the Armenian Allied Arts Armand Tokatian Award
and the AGBU Alex Manoogian Award. Ms. Karapetyan cur-rently teaches at the Arme-
nian Internationa! School of Music and actively pursues her career in Southern California.

ST

Lark Musical Society

In 1989 a group of Armenian-American musicians, music teachers, community leaders, and arts patrons established an
organization dedicated to nurturing the Armenian musical arts within a matrix composed of American culture and Western
classical music. The organization has metamorphosed to become the Lark Musical Society, under whose auspices the goals
mentioned above have focused on three independent but integrated areas of activity: Education, Performance, Research and
Publication. Through these activities, "Lark" is helping to promote a deeper understanding of Armenian music from local to 2
international levels, is shaping a new generation of professional Armenian musicians, and music lovers, and, in integrating
these within the broader Los Angeles arca music community, is helping to preserve Armenian and Western classical music
traditions for everyone. Lark’s critically acclaimed achievements have been made possible through its enthusiastic resolve to
create an environment favorable to the musical arts, together with generous donations of time, creative energy, and contribu-
tions by many Armenian community establishments, organizations and individuals. Remarkably, it has also attracted mem-
bers of the Greater Los Angeles music circles as Conservatory instructors, concert performers, and avid program supporters.
Lark activities strive to ensure the preservation of our artistic past and the perpetuation of our cultural patrimony.

ipulmt Upnuuuimptut Unutuygon Jupdupubitp

<RLU. Uwtimtiwt-Stuppétwt dwpdwpuwy / AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School
Uph Uppwinu Uptuubwt Uqq. dwpdwpwh / Ari Guiragos Minassian Armenian School
Utupnytiwt Uqg. Lwluwlppuput U Gpypappuywl dwpdwpwl / Mesrobian Armenian School
<wy Rnyptipnt Qwpdwpwl / Armenian Sisters’ Academy
Upouly Shgpuitbwt Qwpdwpwil / Arshag Dikranian Armenian School
Gupop U Ehq Ubpoptbwt hwy Utbuwpuiwlut Qwpdwput / Charlotte & Elise Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School
Uppng Luhwnwlug Uqg. Lwjuwlppuput b Sbpuhbwt Gpypy. dwpdwpwl / Holy Martyrs Armenian Elementary &
Ferrahian High School
Gnmqlwt-Qupuptu—Qwuynipuut Uqq. dwpdwpuii-Uwt dpulivhupo /
Krouzian-Zekarian-Vasbouragan Armenian School-San Francisco
Upppuptwt <ugppnt Swyuiuwl wpdwpuwl / Mekhitarist Fathers Armenian School
finq U Ugtip ®pthunu Ugqq. dwpdwpul / Rose & Alex Pilibos Armenain School
Uwhwy-Ubupnyy hwy @ppunntitwlul Qwpdwpuy / Sahag -Mesrob Armenain Christian School
U.%phgnp Lnwunnphy Gytnbguy U U U. Sndubthbut qupdupul / St. Gregory's Alfred & Marguerite Hovsepian School
Jwhwl & UWuny Swibwl Uqq. Wwpdwpwl / Vahan & Anoush Chamlian Armenain School
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“ANI” Dance Company

Hamazkayin’s “Ani” Dance Ensemble of Los Angeles was established in May of 1974 under the dual
leadership of artistic directors/choreographers Suzy Barseghian-Tarpinian and Yeghia Hasholian. who
continue to perform in addition to choreographing. The “Ani” Dance Ensemble is dedicated to the preserva-
tion and advancement of Armenian culture through its unique rendition of traditional Armenian folk dances.
“Ani” became well known for its superb Armenian and ethnic dances and has over 80 dances in its repor-
toire. The dances are performed in authentic and original costumes, which have been recreated and designed
by Jane Hasholian and have had rave reviews by audiences and the news media alike. Since its inception, the
ensemble has performed, captivated and dazzled audiences throughout California as well as cities across
the nation such as, Washington, D.C.; Chicago, Illinois; Fallen Church, Virginia and Las Vegas, Nevada.

Aram Kouyoumdjian

Aram Kouyoumdjian is co-founder and Artistic Director of Vista Players, hailed as a “boundlessly
talented” ensemble that “set the standard by which others were judged” (Sacramento News & Review).
Kouyoumdjian is the winner of Elly Awards for both playwriting (The Farewells) and directing (Three

Hotels). His most recent work, The Delicate Lines, premiered this April at California Stage in Sacramento,
as part of a three-city tour that culminated at the El Portal Forum Theatre in Los Angeles. A companion
piece, “Protest,” is currently under consideration for production by the Finborough Theatre in London.
Kouyoumdjian’s directing credits also include Arcadia, Far Away, Marvin’s Room, The Play About the Baby,

and Six Degrees of Separation.
Kouyoumdjian is presently collaborating on the script of Little Armenia, commissioned by the
Fountain Theatre and slated for production early next year. He is an associate member of the Dramatists
Guild and a recipient of a grant from the Arpa Foundation for his achievements in theater.

Sebu Simonian

Composer / Music Producer

Mr. Simonian is a multi-faceted musician who likes to immerse himself in all aspects of the music world.

Primarily he is a singer/songwriter who fronts the rock group Aviatic, which recently beat out 80 bands in
a competition sponsored by Universal Studios. He is a classically trained pianist and vocalist and has eamed

a Bachelor's degree in Music from Cal State University Northridge. Mr. Simonian is also a
professional recording engineer and music producer and has released several recordings in various genres. He
composed and arranged an Armenian inflected work for a live orchestral ensemble, in which he
also performed at this year's Armenian Academy Of Los Angeles gala banquet.
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Garineh Anakian

Garineh is an Armenian-American originally from Los Angeles. Miss Avakian recently
graduated from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music with a Master of Music. She has
appeared in roles such as Rosina in Scarlatti’s The Triumph of Honor, Arnalta in Monteverdi’s
The Coronation of Poppea, Athamus in Handel’s Semele, the role of Sandman in Hansel and
Gretel, La Ciesca in Gianni Schicchi, the role of Arsamene in Handel'’s Xerxe also Madame
de la Hartiere in Massenet’s Cendrillon with the San Francisco Conservatory Opera Theater.
Garinch has been music director at Krouzian Zekarian Vaspouragan Armenian School and St.
Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church choir conductor, for the past four years in the Bay Area.
While studying at the Conservatory she minored in piano and conducting. Garineh was the
Graduate Assistant in Musicianship/Theory/Harmony and Assistant Conductor for the Opera
Workshop program at San Francisco Conservatory of Music. Currently she administers afld
conducts the children’s choirs at Lark Musical Society in Southern California. Miss Avakian
is also on voice faculty at the American Musical and Dramatic Academy in Los Angeles.

Element

Some may describe Element’s music as “folk” because it embodies the expressions and traditional sounds of diverse cultures
and styles. But the band serves up a compelling combination of melodic rock that’s harmoniously partnered with the bold yet
warm sounds of the Meditteranean. More still, the fiery and passionate notes of the tango and flamenco waft in and out with
pulsing cadences, infusing listeners with an upbeat energy in a way that only Element can. 9
The group consists of two women and five men who have banded together to engender a festive and inspiring experience.
With arrangements boundless and unhindered. at once complex and elegant-and through the use of live musical instruments-
the music is simply pure both in purpose and in delivery. Element is the name of a combination of musicians, who throughout
their presence on earth have yearned to become more than what they are, to be bound with each other and take new form. In
mid-2005.that yearning transformed what was once the band In Progress...into what is now the permanence of Element,.Wl'th
bonds at once indissoluble and dynamic. Element members are: Ara Dabandjian (keyboard, guitar, accordion), Saro Koujakian
(vocals and guitar), Gars Sherbetdjian (vocals), Shant Mahserejian (violin), Jeremy Milado (bass), Ani Shahinian and Hrag
Yedalian (percussion).

N PR 54 A S P s e B e A i ik e bt




Corunil /Wmér;

Kourken Kassabian Henrig Mansourian
Manuella Abrahamian Raffi Ohanian
Karin Menzilcian Teni Khachaturian
Vana Boyadjian Maral Nashalian-Arsenian
Guitarig Kocharian Anita Havatian
Harry Vorperian Tamar Abkarian
Aram Kouyoumdjian Hrayr Sherikian
Shahe Mankarian
Zir7rm Bk W/Mmfw
Razmig Shirinian Harry Vorperian
Vana Boyadjian Maral Nashalian-Arsenian
Guitarig Kocharian Aram Kouyoumdjian
Shahe Mankarian
Sebu Simonian
Henrig Mansourian
E@%fwﬂ/ Committee

Vana Boyadjian
Manuella Abrahamian
Crescenta Valley Hamazkayin Arshile Gorky Chapter

Pl Rk

Teni Khachaturian
Raffi Hamparian
Karin Menzilcian
Tamar Abkarian

Guitarig Kocharian

1600th Anniversary Logo Design
Taline Abkarian
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This historic event of 1600th Anniversary of Armenian Alphabet is sponsored by
Mr & Mrs. Roger and Shoghig Khadarian
with their generous donation of $5000

MESROB MASHDOTS CIRCLE
$2000
Armenian Relief Society of Western USA Regional Executive

$1500
Mr. & Mrs. Edward and Virgine Missirlian
Hainazkayin San Fernando Valley “Baruyr Sevag” Chapter

SAHAG MESROB CIRCLE
$1000
Bedikian Family Foundation
Mr. Hovig Sahag Bilemjian
Mr.& Mrs. Armen & Silva Danielian
Mr. & Mrs. Peklar & Vera Pilavjian

VRAMSHABOUH CIRCLE
$500
Homenetmen of Western USA Regional Executive
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin and Guitarig Kocharian
Mr. & Mrs. Varoujan and Armine Koundakjian

GORUNE CIRCLE
$200
Mr. & Mrs. Avak and Salpi Avakian
Mr.& Mrs. Dikran Babikian
Diamond Mine Jewelers
Mr.& Mrs.Shahe and Nanik Kupelian
Colordots, INC.

$150
Mr. Adour Aghjayan
Dr.& Mrs. Sahag and Kathlene Baghdassarian

Dr.& Mrs.Mher Babian

Mr.& Mrs. Aram and Lena Bekarian
Mr.Varoujan Demirjian

In memory of Gorune Der Ohannessian
Mr.& Mrs. Avo and Susan Donoyan
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Mr. & Mrs. Harout and Seta Ghazarian
Mr. & Mrs. Avedik and Ankine Izmirlian
Mr. & Mrs. Kourken and Janette Kassabian
Mr. & Mrs. Levon and Vania Kokonian
Mr. & Mrs. Harout Margossian
Mr. & Mrs. Bedros and Meline Maronian
Mr. & Mrs. Bedros and Adrine Postoyan
Mr. & Mrs. Papken and Marjolene Sassouni
Mr. & Mrs. Hratch and Seta Simonian
Mr. & Mrs. Raffi and Lousine Soulahian
Mr. & Mrs. Hrayr and Asdghig Tejirian
Mr. & Mrs. Hagop and Berjouhie Yedalian
Anonymous
Best Buy Tire Center
Fresno “Tehlirian” Gomideh
Montebello Tires Pros
Hamazkayin “Ani” Dance Company
Hamazkayin Crescenta Valley “Arshile Gorky” Chapter
Hamazkayin Glendale “Hovaness Tumanian” Chapter
SIS Restaurant

ALPHABET CIRCLE
$100

Mrs. Sona Apkarian

Ms. Shoushig Arslanian

Mr.& Mrs.Hagop and Arpi Dabbaghian
Raffi, Sona, Lori, Sarin and Nanor Zinzalian
Sarkis Auto
Hamazkayin Orange County “Siamanto” Chapter

Newport Landscape

$50
Mrs.Carmen Der Garabedian
Mrs. Roubina Guevdjelian
Mr.& Mrs.Kapriel and Rose Injejikian
Mrs. Vartouhi Yaghlian
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October 2, 2005

Mr. Kourken Kassabian
104 North Belmont Street, Suit 200
Glendale, CA 91206

Dear Mr. Kassabian

It gives me great pleasure to extend warm greetings to all those who have come to the
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society’s celebration of the 1600
anniversary of the Armenian Alphabet.

I would like to congratulate the Armenian People for reaching this historic milestone.
This cultural landmark is but a small testament to the achievements of Armenian society
and its cultural triumphs. The Armenian alphabet is a symbol of international Armenian
unity and survival. The Armenian alphabet has a rich history that is rooted in the very
foundations of modern society.

I applaud the Armenian Alphabet Anniversary Council and its work in keeping the
vibrant Armenian history and heritage alive. I strongly believe that history is something
that we must cherish. As an American, I believe strongly in the celebration of this
country's great cultural diversity; it is what makes our nation so great.

Sincerely.

CongresSwoman Mary Bono




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

RanDY "DUKE" CUNNINGHAM

SOTH DisTricT

CALIFORNIA October 2, 2005
Armenian Alphabet
1600™ Anniversary Council
407 East Colorado Street

Glendale, CA 91205
Dear Friends:

It is a pleasure to write to you as you celebrate the 1600®
anniversary of the Armenian alphabet. Unfortunately my schedule prevents
me from attending this historic event. However, my thoughts are with you.

As a former teacher and coach, I know first-hand how important
literacy is to people of all ages. Surely, Mesrob Mashdots could not have
known in 405 A.D. that his invention, the Armenian alphabet, would play
such a profound role in preserving the culture, traditions, and national
identity of the Armenian people. You should also be proud of your efforts
to promote education, the preservation of your rich culture, and
understanding.

I know this year’s celebration of the 1600™ anniversary of the
Armenian alphabet will be a tremendous success. On behalfof the residents
of the 50" Congressional District, thank you for all your efforts.




SUSAN A. DAVIS COMMITTEES
530 DisTRICT, CAUFORNIA ARMED SERVICES

STON OFFICE SUBCOMMITTEES:
1224 L m \‘XL;; 0:::(: BULDING % TeRRORISM, uucco‘n’:g.m THREATS ANO
ocosts Congress of the United Stateg .
THouse of Repregentatives EDUCATION AND THE WORKFORCE
DISTRICT OFFICE SUBCOMMITTEES.
4305 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, SUITE 515 w‘]gmnmun' DL 20515-0553 EDUCATION REFORM
San Dieco, CA 92105 SeLect EDUCATION
(619) 260-5353 VETERANS
October 2, 2005 e

Armenian Alphabet 1600® Anniversary Council
407 East Colorado Street
Glendale, CA 91205

Dear Friends:

It is a pleasure to have this opportunity to greet you as the Armenian American
community comes together to celebrate the 1600™ anniversary of the creation of the
Armenian alphabet.

I commend the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society for its
work in celebrating Armenian literature as well as continuing to strengthen the cultural
bonds of the Armenian people both here and abroad. As a member of Congress, I
always try to encourage organizations that make a positive difference in the community
to continue their important work. The work you do to bring cultures together is most
certainly important in the fight for cultural awareness and understanding. Please know
that your efforts are making a difference and are appreciated.

I extend my best wishes to you. Ihope you have an enjoyable evening and many
successes in the years ahead.

USAN A. DAVIS
Member of Congress




ELTON GALLEGLY
24TH DiSTRICT, CAUFORNIA
www.house gov/galiegly/

2427 Ravounn House OFFiCE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-0523
(202) 225-5811

Congress of

2829 TOWNSGATE RoAD, SUITE 315
THousAND Oaks, CA 91361
(800) 423-0023
(805) 497-2224
485 AusaL ROAD, SUITE G-1A
SowvanG, CA 93463
(800) 423-0023
(805) 686-2525

Hamazkayin Educational and Cultural Society
407 East Colorado Street
Glendale, CA 91205

Dear Friends: 5 ot

On the 1600th anniversary of the creation of tbp
the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Socie
event. <

The Armenian language, which is an indepem‘!ent x
languages, has served the Armenian people well ﬁorsmm
Armenian alphabet were crafted by the Armenian cleric
translation of the Bible into Armenian. Following this im
has facilitated the flourishing of the Armenian culture to

famed anthropologist, Margaret Mead, for use as an
was never taken, Armenian Americans have every re
spoken not only by the Armenian American constit
Congressional District, but by Armenians innml‘y

Please accept my warm congratulahons,ﬁp.
Armenian Alphabet.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515

WALLY HERGER
Secono DiIsTRICT

CALIFORNIA August 16, 2005

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your invitation to join you for the 1600"
Anniversary of the Armenian alphabet on October 2, 2005. I regret that I
will not be able to attend due to a scheduling conflict.

Please extend my best wishes to everyone involved for a successful
evening. ’

Again, thank you for your gracious invitation. If there is ever an
opportunity for me to be of service to you, please do not hesitate to contact

me.
Sincerely,
WALLY HERGER
Member of Congress
WH:gg

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and

Cultural Society

407 East Colorado Street

Glendale, CA 91205 ]



MEMBER OF CONGRESS

BARBARA LEE
NINTH DISTRICT
CALIFORNIA

October 2, 2005

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
407 East Colorado Street
Glendale, California 91205

Greetings from Congresswoman Barbara Lee

It is my pleasure to extend my congratulations to the Hamazkayin Armenian
Educational and Cultural Society on the occasion of the 1600th anniversary of
the Armenian alphabet.

Since its creation in 405 A.D. by Armenian monk Mesrob Mashdots, the
Armenian alphabet has played a profound role in preserving the cultural and
national identity of the Armenian people, both here in the United States and
around the globe. Known not only for its role in the literary renaissance that
took place among the Armenian people following its creation, but also because it
remains unchanged to this date, the Armenian alphabet is globally recognized
for its profound impact within the Armenian community and beyond.

Again, congratulations on this historic occasion, and best wishes for a
memorable celebration.

Sincerely,

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress
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ZOE LOFGREN

16TH DiSTRICT, CALIFOANIA

* COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
SuacommiTTEE ON COURTS, THE INTERNET,
AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION,
Boroen SECURITY, AND CLAMS

Congress of the United States
THouse of Representatives
TWashington, DE 20515-0516

* CommiTTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTELUGENCE, INFORMATION
SHARING, AND TERRORISM
Risk AssessmaNT, RANKING MEmMBER
SUSCOMMITTEE O% ECONOMIC SECURITY,
INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION, ANO CYBEASECURITY
SUBCOMMITTEE ON MANAGEMENT, INTEGRATION,
AND OVERSIGHT

* CommiTTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION

August 15, 2005

Kourken Kassabian, Chairman

Armenian Alphabet 1600" Anniversary Council
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
407 East Colorado Street

Glendale, California 91205

Dear Friends:

PLease Responp To:

102 Cannon House OFFICE BULDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

(202) 225-3072

(202) 225-3336 (Fax)

635 NORTH FIRST STREET
Surre B

San Jose, CA 95112
(408) 271-8700

(408) 271-8713 (Fax)

z0e.lofgren@mail.house.gov
www.house.gov/lofgren

Best wishes and congratulations as you celebrate the 1600™ anniversary of the Armenian
alphabet. Each culture and its people share ideas and values through their unique
language, both written and oral. It is a tribute to your cultural and ethnic community and

the respect you hold for your forefathers to continue this tradition.

Warm Wishes,

ofgren
ber of Congress




Kourken Kassabian

Chairman e
Armenian Alphabet 1600"" Anniversary
104 North Belmont Street, Suite 200
Glendale, CA 91206

Dear Chairman Kassabian:

Please accept my sincere congratulations t
as you celebrate the 1600™ anniversary of

Member of Congress




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515
August 23, 2005

Doris O. MaTsui
StH DisTRICT, CALIFORNIA

Dear Armenian Alphabet 1600™ Anniversary Council,

Congratulations on the 1600™ anniversary for the Armenian
alphabet.

The longevity and colorful history of this alphabet testifies to
the creativity of the Armenian people. From its earliest roots as being
created by an Armenian monk to its later uses in Armenian literature,
the long history of this alphabet has always reflected the history of the
Armenian culture.

Congratulations again on this milestone.

Sincer‘ely, .
Duns 0. Nodsua_

DORIS 0. MATSUI

Member of Congress
Kourken Kassabian
Chairman
Armenian Alphabet 1600™ Anniversary Council
407 East Colorado Street
Glendale, CA 91205




GARY G. MILLER

42ND DiSTRICT, CAUFORNIA

ASSISTANT WHIP AT LARGE

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE

BUILDING A BETTER AMERICA CAUCUS,

CHAIRMAN

Kourken Kassabian
104 North Belmont Street,

Suite 200

Glendale CA, 91206

1037 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BULDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515
Tew: (202) 225-3201
Fax: (202) 226-6962

1800 EAsré.AMuegAr gg;‘ﬁ Suite 150
UNITED STATES ;:gf(ﬁ:,‘ Bl
HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES e

200 Civic CENTER
Mission Vieso, CA 92691
Tew: (949) 470-8484

August 5, 2005

Dear Armenian American Community,

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter to join the Armenian American
Community and Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society in celebrating
the 1600™ anniversary of the creation of the Armenian alphabet. In honoring the creation
of the Armenian alphabet, it is important to recognize the significance of the alphabet in
history and in preserving the cultural and national identity of the Armenian people.

As you gather to celebrate, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
the Armenian American Community on this special occasion.

Sincerely,

ARY G. MILLER
Member of Congress
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Certificate of Special
Congressional
Recognition

Presented to the

Hamazkayin Armenian
Educational and Cultural Society

In celebration of the

1600 anniversary of the
Armenian alphapet

Thank you for service and dedication to your
community. Congratulations and best wishes
for continued success, dated this
16th day of August 2005.

Richard W. Pombo
Member of Congress
11th District, California




MEMBER

; , DC OFFICE
COMMITTEE ON THE leﬁl T Sancﬁez 1007 LONGWORTH BUILDING
JUDICIARY JVASHINGTON, DC 20515
COMMITTEE ON S3TH RISTAICT CALIFORNIA YA 202 225,667
GOVERNMENT REFORM ﬁ . h 5
= DISTRICT OFFICE:
Somuee o @Congress of the United States s
ASSISTANT WHIP {.ﬁuuse of &pf?ﬁkllt&hﬂ?ﬁ LAKEWOOD, CA 90712

(562) 429-8499

MWashington, BC 20515

www.lindasanchez.house.gov

October 2, 2005

To the Hamazkayin Armenian Education and Cultural Society,

Congratulations on the 1600" anniversary of the creation of the Armenian
alphabet. This is truly a historic occasion and I would like to extend my
regards to the Armenian American community.

I believe that one of the greatest characteristics of the United States is our
appreciation and celebration of the variety of cultures we have. The
Armenian alphabet has been crucial to the preservation of Armenian

identity, and in turn has contributed to the great diversity that is the United
States of America.

I 'am happy to see organizations like the Hamazkayin Armenian Education
and Cultural Society working to foster cultural awareness. I wish you
success in your future endeavors and look forward to hearing of continued

good works from your organization. Congratulations again on the
anniversary.

Sincerely,

N oL
Linda T. Sanchez
Member of Congress
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DIANE E. WATSON o~ INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
CALIFORNIA Subcommittes on Asia and the Pacific
WASNGTON OFHCE: Subcommiies on itematanal Taroram,
125 Canvon BuwdnG lonprolteration and Human Rights.
WasHnGTON, DC 20515 -
(202) 225-7084 % VERNMENT REFORM COMMITTEE
(202) 225.2422 (rax) @Dllgl‘!ﬁﬁ of the Hnited States Subcommites on Human Rights and Weliness
) Ranking Minonity Member
DISTRICT OFFICE.
4322 Wnsunt Boosuo House of Representatives Suncommite on Technigy, armaven
loom 302 Poicy, Intergovernmental Relalions and the
Los AnciLes, CA 90010 Census.

(323) 965-1422
(323) 965-1113 (Fax)

www.house.gov/watson

Greetings

AR e 2RO

On behalf of the 33" Congressional District
I extend my heartiest greeting to
The Hamazkayin Armenian Education & Cultural Society
as you host your
1600™ Anniversary of the Armenian Alphabet creation,
in celebration of your profound role in preserving the
cultural and national identity of
the Armenian People both her in the United States and
around the globe;
Best wishes for an outstanding event.

Diane E. Watson, Ph. D.
Member of Congress
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BRAD SHERMAN

PH: (202) 225-3911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS

Fax: (202) 225-5879

October 2. 2005

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
407 East Colorado Street
Glendale, CA 91205

Dear Friends:

I congratulate the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society. The
event they are hosting commemorates the preservation of the Armenian Alphabet for
1.600 years — an astounding achievement.

I'he creation of the Armenian alphabet has had an important role in maintaining
the cultural and national character of the Armenian people. Shortly after its creation. the
alphabet. consisting of 36 letiers, was used to translate and re-write the Bible. The
translation of the text was considered so perfect that it soon became known as the “Queen
of Translations.” It is agreed among most international scholars that the creation of the
alphabet encouraged an unprecedented boom in literature. IFor these reasons. the
preservation of this alphabet for 1600 vears is both an astounding and significant event.

I extend my congratulations to the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and
Cultural Society for its contribution to the local and international community. and their
commitment to education on the occasion of the anniversary of the Armenian alphabet.

Best Regards.

O3052.

BRAD SHERMAN
Member of Congress




Mike THOMPSON
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

October 2, 2005

Kourken Kassabian, Chair

Armenian Alphabet 1600™ Anniversary Council
104 North Belmont Street, Suite 200

Glendale, California 91206

Dear Mr. Kassabian:

The creation of the Armenian alphabet in 405 A.D. was an important
milestone in the history of mankind. I’'m honored to offer my
congratulations to the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural
Society and to the Armenian American community for acknowledging
this historic event.

Great cultures thrive for a variety of reasons, but none is more

important than the development of the written word. It is how we can
express ourselves over both time and distance and it is how we retain

and remember our history.

You have much to celebrate and be proud of. Enjoy this day with my

very best wishes.
Sincerely, .

MIKE THOMPSON
Member of Congress

]
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October 2, 2005

Mr. Kourken Kassabian, Chairman
Armenian Alphabet 1600th Anniversary Council
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society

Regional Executive Committee of Western United States
407 East Colorado Street

Glendale, CA 91205-1604

Dear Friends:

Upon the occasion of the 1600th anniversary of creation of the Armenian alphabet, |
would like to extend my congratulations to all people of Armenian heritage.

The Armenian alphabet has played a crucial role in the preservation of Armenia’s

distinctive identity, despite numerous invasions by Mongols, Tatars, Persians, Arabs
and Ottoman Turks.

The need for a distinctive alphabet arose amongst early Armenian scholars. Mesrob
Mashdots, a monk and a scholar, is credited with the creation of the Armenian alphabet
in 405 A.D., a unique branch of the Indo-European language family. Immediately
following this, the Bible was translated into the newly created language, a monumental
step in strengthening the Armenian nation and unifying them across the Caucasus.
Subsequently, in the 5th century, A.D., Armenian literature, arts and culture began to
flourish in what was later known as the Golden Age of Armenia.

1600 years after the creation of the Armenian alphabet, Mesrob Mashdots's memory
lives and reverberates through his work and institutions such as the Armenian Church. |
am honored to be part of this milestone celebration and | would like to commend the

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society for celebrating this momentous
occasion in Armenian history.

Member of Congress




CRUZ M. BUSTAMANTE
Lieutenant Governor
State of California

October 2, 2005
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
~ 1600 A nnizersary of the A rmenian Alphabet ~

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to congratulate those at the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural
Society on the occasion of their commemoration of the 1600® anniversary of the Armenian
alphabet’s creation. This gathering serves to celebrate the cultural and historic significance of this
milestone and provide an opportunity to reflect on the contributions of the Armenian-American

community.

Created in the year 405 by the Armenian monk Mesrob Mashdots, the Armenian alphabet has
remained unchanged to this day. It has played a major role in preserving the cultural and national
identity of the Armenian people, both in California and throughout the world.

Through their enthusiasm and commitment to maintaining a strong and vibrant Armenian-American
community, those at the Hamazkayin Armenian Education and Cultural Society have set an
excellent example for all Californians. Thank you for your efforts, and best wishes for your

continued success!

With kindest regards,

RUZ M. éSTAMANTE

Lietenant Governor

i




STATE OF CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

BiLL LOCKYER
ArTOoRNIEY GENERAL

October 2, 2005

Kourken Kassabian

Armenian Alphabet 1600" Anniversary Council
104 North Belmont Street, Suite 200

Glendale, CA 91206

To the Armenian American Community:

I would like to convey my warmest welcome and commendation to all those gathered to
celebrate the 1600™ anniversary of the Armenian alphabet.

It is an honor to recognize your generous contributions to society through your many
years of service in preserving this language and its literature. The importance of this alphabet
can’t be stressed enough, from its aid in translating the Bible, to preserving cultural and national
identity in the Armenian community. The Armenian alphabet truly withstands the test of time.

As we celebrate this month and acknowledge the importance of the communities efforts,
please accept my best wishes for every future success.

Sincerely,

BLL

BILL LOCKYER
Attorney General




BILL LEONARD

MEMBER
STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

August 8, 2005

Kourken Kassabian
Chairman, Armenian Alphabet 1600™ Anniversary Council

104 North Belmont Street, Suite 200
Glendale, CA 91206

Dear Mr. Kassabian:

Thank you for your recent letter explaining the history of the Armenian alphabet.
I was impressed with the rich history of your language, as I have always been touched by
the strength and beauty of the Armenian culture.

It is my pleasure to commend and congratulate the Hamazkayin Armenian
Educational and Cultural Society for hosting a celebration of the alphabet’s 1600"
anniversary. I wish you all the best for a successful event, and I applaud your
commitment to commemorating history and sharing it with new generations.

Again, thank you for taking the time to inform me of this important recognition. If
I may be of any assistance to you on matters of state, please do not hesitate to contact me.

. e
Sinfefely,

BILYRLEONARD
Member, State Board of Equalization

Second District

—E



BETTY T. YEE - Rl
ACTING MEMBER
STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

October 2, 2005

Mr. Kourken Kassabian, Chairman

Armenian Alphabet 1600" Anniversary Council
407 East Colorado Strect

Glendale, CA 91205

Dear Chairman Kassabian,

I congratulate the Council and the Armenian American community on this historic occasion
commemorating the 1600" Anniversary of the creation of the Armenian alphabet.

The creation of the Armenian alphabet by Mesrob Mashdots is the seminal point that led to the
development of the Golden Age of Armenian literature, thus the safeguarding of the rich and
beautiful Armenian culture.

The conservation and promotion of Hayeren, a language that is spoken and written by nearly
nine million Armenians around the globe, have been one of the most important elements in the

preservation of the Armenian culture through war and peace, occupation and sovereignty.

This legacy is a testament to the beauty, nobility, and strength of character that embodies the
Armenian people today.

Best wishes as the Armenian community continues to grow and flourish.

Sincerely,

BETTY T. YEE
Acting Member, First District




STATE CAPITOL

Talifornia State Senate I——
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DICK ACKERMAN
SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER
SENATOR, THIRTY-THIRD DISTRICT

October 2, 2005

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society

407 East Colorado Street
Glendale, California 91205

Dear Friends:

It is a distinct pleasure to convey my warmest regards to all who have gathered to
commemorate the 1600™ anniversary of the creation of the Armenian alphabet.

I am pleased to join all those present in recognizing the many outstanding contributions that
the Armenian community continues to make to enrich the social, cultural and economic life of

our country.

Please accept my best wishes for a most enjoyable program and for every future success.
Warm regards,

WY /Y VY vy e

Dick Ackerman
Senator, 33" District

DA:lb




CAPITOL OFFICE COMMITTEES
STATE CAPITOL

ROOM 3082 Py & ’Y‘J:I‘é:AL RESOURCES &
SACRAMENTO. CA 95814 t t

Talifornia State Senate

FAX. 1916) 324-0922 :gDGEr SUBCOMMITTEE ON
DISTRICT OFFICE lo) UCATION

ZEOSLEE FOOTHILL BLVD . #A ZEMN:;GRE PUBLIC SAFETY

NDORA, CA 91740 l T

TEL: (626) 914-5046 Bo

FAX: (626) 9148976 TWENTY-NINTH SENATORIAL DISTRICT S NMENTL

TRANSPORTATION &
HOUSING

October 2, 2005

Armenian Alphabet 1600" Anniversary Council
104 North Belmont Street Suite 200
Glendale, California 91206

Attention:  Kourken Kassabian, Chairman

Dear Council Members:

Congratulations on the occasion of the 1600"™ anniversary of the creation of
the Armenian alphabet. It is an honor for me to pay tribute to the
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society in this way.

The Armenian alphabet has played a profound role in preserving the

cultural and national identity of the Armenian people, both here in the
United States and around the globe.

You and your members are to be commended for your part in keeping your
culture and nationalism alive in the American Armenian people in the
United States of America and especially in the State of California.

I am honored to represent the Armenian American Community in the
California State Senate.

Kind regards,

BOB MARGETT
Senator, 29™ District

—
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August 10, 2005

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
104 North Belmont Street, Suite 200
Glendale, CA 91206 ’

Dear Friends:

1 am pleased to join the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society in
celebrating the 1600th anniversary of the creation of the Armenian Alphabet.

T-086 P.002 F-763
commnrrcos
APPROPRIATIONG
NATURAL RESOURCES
AND WATER
PUBL.C SAFETY

JOINT COMMITTEE ON
LECISLATIVE BUDGET

SELECT COMMITTCER ON
CALIFORNIAS WINE
Y

The Armenian language, which is an independent branch of the Indo-European family of
languages, has served the Armenian people well for sixteen centuries. The 36 letters of
the Armenian alphsbet were ably crafted by the Armenian cleric Mesrob Mashdots to
facilitate the transladon of the Bible into Armenian. Following this important task, the
Armenian language has been used to allow Armenian culture to flourish around the

world.

Because of its lack of ambiguity, the Armenian language was recommended by

famed anthropologist, Margaret Mead, for use 2s an "intemnational language.” While this
step was never taken, Armenian Americans have every reason 1o be proud of a language
that is spoken not only by the Armenian American constituents that I represent in
California's Third State Senate District, but by Armenians in nearly every nation around

the world.
Please accept my warm congratulations on the occasion of the 1600th anniversary of the
Armenian Alphabet.

Sincerely,
\ ) K
LE MIDGEN
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August 22, 2005

Mr. Kourken Kassabian

Armenian Alphabet 1600"™ Anniversary Council
407 East Colorado Street

Glendale, CA 91205

Dear Mr. Kassabian:

Thank you for the opportunity to offer my congratulations to the Hamazkayin Armenian
Educational and Cultural Society as you host the 1600" anniversary celebration on
October 5, 2005 for the creation of the Armenian alphabet.

This anniversary marks a momentous point in time as the discovery of the Armenian
alphabet played a vital role in the history, education and ethnic identity of the Armenian
people around the world. 1 would also like to commend the efforts of the Armenian
Apostolic Church for recognizing through canonization, Mr. Mesrob Mashdots. the
Armenian monk, theologian and linguist who created the Armenian alphabet in 405 A.D.

Again, congratulations on your anniversary celebration and best wishes for your
continued success.

F it
JIM BATTIN

Senator.
37" District

Sincerely,
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Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
407 East Colorado Street
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Dear Society Members:
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I would like to offer my heartiest congratulations upon the celebration of the 1600
anniversary of the Armenian alphabet.

The Armenian alphabet has played a significant role in preserving historical accounts of
the Armenian people. An event such as this should certainly be recognized, and the
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society does a great service to the

Armenian people in hosting the celebration of this historic occasion.

I recognize the contributions the Armenian people have made to the Golden State of
California and throughout the United States. Once again, congratulations to you all as

you work to preserve your ancient culture.

Sincerely,

-

BOB DUTTON
Senator, 31 District




California State Senate

CHARLES S. POOCHIGIAN
SENATOR, FOURTEENTH DISTRICT

October 2, 2005

To: HAMAZKAYIN ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL SOCIETY

It is my pleasure to offer my congratulations on your commemoration of the 1600"
Anniversary of the creation of the Armenian alphabet.

Our rich history is reflected in our religious roots as our forefathers soughtlhnecessary
translations of the Bible and scriptures in order to reach more people during the 4™ century
national conversion to Christianity. One visionary Armenian Christian who recognized this
need was Mesrob Mashdots, a monk, theologian and linguist who created our alphabet in 405
A.D. As a tribute to St. Mesrob’s faithfulness, this alphabet continues to be used today which
marks a great tribute to his dedication and belief in our one true God. We can take pride in the
fact that our culture was built upon individuals like St. Mesrob who saw the need for inspiring
faith in our people.

As we take time to reflect and celebrate another important milestone in our culture, may
we never forget that it is built upon a foundation of faith and endurance by the Armenian people
who experienced such hostility and the terrible atrocities throughout history — culminating in the
Genocide of 1915-23 when nearly 1.5 million men, women and children were systematically
tortured and murdered or taken on death marches by the Ottoman Turks. Most surviving
Armenian’s left their historic homeland and were dispersed to distant lands all over the world.
We are reminded again that although conflict and strife may occur, the perseverance and faith of
our community assures our survival as people.

Best wishes for a wonderful commemoration and for many continued years of upholding
a precious and meaningful gift of our ancestors’ spoken and written word.

Cordially yours,

. Poochigian




DISTRICT OFFICE
9909 MIRA MESA BLVD,, SUITE 130

STATE CAPITOL
PO. BOX 942849
CA 94249-0075 SAN DIEGO. CA 92131
(858) 6839-6280

(916) 319-2075
FAX (316) 319-2175

ASSEMBLYMAN, SEVENTY-FIFTH DISTRICT

August 29, 2005

Kourken Kassabian, Chairman

Armenian Alphabet 1600" Anniversary Council
104 North Belmont Street, Suite 200

Glendale, CA 91206

Dear Chairman Kassabian:

Thank you for contacting me regarding the Armenian Alphabet 1600
Anniversary Celebration on October 2, 2005. I appreciate hearing from

you.

I very much wish I could attend the anniversary celebration.
Unfortunately, my legislative duties have made it impossible for me to

attend your event.

Please know that I send my regards in celebration of the 1600"
Anniversary of the Armenian Alphabet and hope your event is a success.
Historical moments such as this are important cultural events, and I hope
the book commemorating the celebration is well received.

My office has acknowledged on several occasions the struggles and
hardships the Armenian people have endured. I support the ongoing
work to further educate the public on these past struggles and wish you

the best of luck.
Again, [ wish the best for your celebration of the 1600" Anniversary of

the Armenian Alphabet. I do appreciate your thoughtfulness, and hope
you will extend my best wishes to your members.

Sincergly,

Assemblyman, 75" District
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October 2, 2005

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
1600 Anniversary of the Armenian Alphabet!

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to extend a cordial welcome to all the guests attending the celebration of the
1600™ anniversary of the Armenian alphabet.

The creation of the alphabet brought about an unprecedented literary }'enaissancc among the
Armenian people. It has also played a profound role in preserving their cultural and national
identity, both here in the United States and around the globe.

I applaud the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society for its outstanding efforts
in creating an event to enhance inter-cultural understanding through the celebration of history

and literature. The Society offers a valuable cultural resource to Southern California and
throughout the Pacific Rim.

The 24% District, which I represent in the State Senate, is a very diverse community that would

benefit from the Society’s ability to enhance and broaden cultural awareness in a multicultural
society.

I support the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society with full confidence and

enthusiasm. I look forward to the Society’s continued service in creating unique, educational

programs for Los Angeles. I commend the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural
Society for its important contributions to our community.

Sincerely,

GLORIA ROMERO
Senate Majority Leader
24" Senate District
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October 2™, 2005

Kourken Kassabian

Chairman

Armenian Alphabet 1600th
Anniversary Council

104 N. Belmont Street, Suite 200
Glendale, CA 91206

Dear Friends:

It is with great joy that I congratulate the Armenian American community in its
celebration of the 1600 anniversary of the Armenian alphabet. It is well known
throughout the scholarly world that the creation of the Armenian alphabet has created an
unparalleled literary renaissance among the Armenian Community, and has been a key
part of the preservation of Armenian identity both globally as well as in America. To this
date, the Armenian alphabet has remained unchanged.

I give my praise and veneration for such a monumental time in Armenian history. Best
wishes to all in future endeavors.

Sincerely,

Seek, et

JACK SCOTT
Senator, 21 District




— California State Senate

SACRAMENTO CA 95814
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SENATOR
S. JOSEPH SIMITIAN
ELEVENTH SENATE DISTRICT

September 1, 2005

Kourken Kassabian

Chairman

Armenian Alphabet 1600"™ Anniversary Council
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
104 North Belmont Street, Suite 200

Glendale, CA 91206

Dear Chairman Kassabian,

I am writing to congratulate you, the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural
Society, and the entire Armenian American community as you observe the 1600"
anniversary of the creation of the Armenian alphabet on October 2, 2005 at the Alex
Theatre in Glendale.

The preservation of this unique language serves as a unifying force for Armenians living
throughout the world. Unchanged since its creation, the 36-lettered alphabet has had a
significant impact on many scholarly and literary works in a wide variety of disciplines.
To this day, the creation of the alphabet by Armenian monk Mesrob Mashdots remains a
comnerstone in the cultural and national identity of our community.

Thank you for taking the time to recognize one of our most important national treasures.

Sincerely,

oseph Simitian
enator, Eleventh District
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October 2, 2005

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
407 East Colorado Street
Glendale, California 91205

Dear Friends:

Congratulations on your celebration of the 1600™ anniversary of the
Armenian alphabet.

The celebration of the Armenian alphabet’s long tradition and history is
testimony to your dedication to the Armenian community. Language is a
primary qualifier for the advancement of all cultures. Sixteen hundred years
of the Armenian alphabet has played a key role in preserving the national
identity of the Armenian people here in the United States and around the

world.

While the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society cg]ebrate
the 1600™ anniversary of the Armenian alphabet you have my best wishes
for continued success and a prosperous future.

Sincerely,

KAREN B%M

Assemblymember 47" District

B
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August 11, 2005

Kourken Kassabian

Chairman

Armenian Alphabet 1600™ Anniversary Council
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cuitural Society
407 East Colorado Street

Glendale, California 91205

Dear Chairman Kassabian:

Congratulations on the 1600™ anniversary of the Armenian alphabet. This is truly a
historical event.

As the Armenian alphabet greatly contributed to the preservation of the Armenian
culture, this anniversary is a significant event. Furthermore, that an alphabet stayed intact
1600 years after its creation is impressive and rightfully deserves to be celebrated.

Again, congratulations and I wish you the best at your 1600™ anniversary of the
Armenian alphabet celebration.

Best wighes,

J AR. ¢
AsSembly Member
62™ District

i




STATE CAPITOL j\ssemh lg COMMITTEES

P.O.BOX 942849 Cran
SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0016 3 o .
ey 3102018 @alifornia Legislature HEALTH
FAX (916) 319-2116 Meusen
DISTRICT OFFICE BUDGET
ELIHU M. HARRIS STATE BUILDING LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT
1515 CLAY STREET, SUITE 2204 TRANSPORTATION
OAKLAND. CA 94612 SELECT COMMITTEES
FA‘:‘(Q{ g;’g;{g“ WILMA CHAN LOS ANGELES HEALTH CARE CRISIS
CHAIR, AssemaLy CoMmITTEE ON HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEES

o

gov SIXTEENTH AssemsLy DISTRiCT

September 6, 2005

Mr. Kourken Kassabian

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
407 East Colorado Street

Glendale, CA 91205

Dear Mr. Kassabian:

I would like to express my best wishes and congratulations to the Hamazkayin Armenian
Educational and Cultural Society as it celebrates the 1600" anniversary of the Armenian

Alphabet.

The Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society is an important and
outstanding association that has dedicated itself to the preservation of the Armenian
culture and its meaning throughout the world.

Mesrob Mashdots’ Armenian alphabet has been an invaluable part of preserving the
Armenian heritage and I am pleased to recognize its significance on this special
anniversary. It is an honor to join in celebration of the 1600™ anniversary of the

Armenian alphabet.

Thank you for your wonderful work and I wish you continued success. Best wishes on
your anniversary celebration.

Sincerely,
J,ZVW W
Wilma Chan

Assemblywoman
16™ District, California

N
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October 2, 2005
Dear Friends,

Congratulations on the 1600™ Anniversary of the Armenian Alphabet!

By creating the Armenian alphabet in 405 A.D., Mesrop Mashtots made a landmark
contribution to the advancement of the Armenian language and the preservation of the
Armenian culture.

From inception the Armenian alphabet was so perfect that it has not been changed or
modified since. The 36 letters of the Armenian alphabet have been so precise that the
Armenian translation of the Bible has come to be known as the “Queen of Translations.”

As a result of the new alphabet, the V century is known as the “Golden Age of Armenian
Literature.”

I wish the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society and the Armenian
community at large a wonderful event in commemoration of the 1600™ Anniversary of
the Armenian alphabet.

Best wishes,

DARIO FROMMER
Majority Leader
43" Assembly District
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October 2, 2005

Dear Friends,

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter to express my support for the
1600 Anniversary of the creation of the Armenian alphabet.

Today’s event commemorates an important milestone in human history. The
Armenian alphabet is essential to the continued preservation of culture and national

identity of the Armenian community.
California’s diverse cultural fabric is enriched by the Hamazkayin Armenian

Educational and Cultural Society. Congratulations for your success in establishing
secondary and higher educational institutions to prepare scholars, literary figures

and community leaders.

I commend your efforts to promote and share your cultural values with other
communities throughout our state.

Sincerely,

PAUL KORETZ
Assemblymember, 42nd District
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Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
407 East Colorado Street
Glendale, CA. 91205

Dear Armenian American Community:

I would like to congratulate all those of Armenian heritage on the
accomplishment of creating and maintaining a working alphabet for 1600 years.
History has shown that it is only through the written word that enlightenment and
education can flourish. How wonderful to know that Armenia helped create the
literature that we hold so dear today and it was through this effort that ancient
knowledge and information was preserved.

Thank you for asking me to join you in celebrating this historical
landmark of a proud written history and to help you remember the achievements
that have been obtained by the written word.

Sincerely,

Dortra S Nk

Barbara S. Matthews
Assemblymember, 17" District
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Dear Armenian American C ity:

1 would like to offer my sincerest, utmost congratulations for the 1600™ anniversary of
the creation of the Armenian alphabet.

Beginning with the tr of the Bible, the Armenian alphabet sparked the Golden
Age of Armenian Literature. The Biblical translation tumed out to be so precise and
accurate that it became known as the “Queen of Translations.” Not having changed since
its creation 1600 years ago, the alphabet has, indeed, withstood the test of time.

Armenian literature has also incorporated romantic western styles such as symbolism,
imagery, and figurative language. None of the literary masterpieces in poetry, folklore,
and novels would have ever been made possible without the establishment of the
Armenian alphabet. It has given the Armenian culture its own unique, distinctive cultural
style, to which Armenians from all around the world could relate.

It is incredible that the Armenian alphabet has survived to this day. Amazingly,
Armenians have managed to preserve their special culture through reigns of numerous
empires and regimes. Not even the occupations by the Roman, Mongolian, Persian, and
Ottoman Empires and the USSR could destroy the Armenian alphabet. As aresult, it is
only appropriate to celebrate the 1600™ anniversary of the Armenian alphabet.

Congratulations.

Sincerely,

/F/

Pedro Nava
Assemblymember 35™ District
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August 25, 2005

Armenian Alphabet 1600" Anniversary Council
407 East Colorado Street
Glendale, CA 91205

Dear Friends:

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Armenian
community on the 1600™ anniversary of the Armenian alphabet. This is a
momentous occasion and I am honored that I can share it with you.

The Armenian alphabet has played a key role in preserving the culture and
national identity of the Armenian people worldwide. With it’s creation in
405 A.D. by the Armenian monk Mesrob Mashdots, the alphabet sparked an
unprecedented literary renaissance among the Armenian people, which is
now internationally known as the Golden Age of Armenian Literature.
Since its creation, the alphabet has played a significant role in Armenian
history and culture. It is an honor to celebrate the anniversary of this
alphabet, which to this date remains unchanged.

Once again, I congratulate the Armenian people on this historic day.

Alberw vortico

Assemblymember, 20™ District
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The “Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
1600" Anniversary of the Armenian (Alphabet

October 2, 2005

Jtis with great pleasure that J extend my greetings and warm regards to the Hamazkayin Educational
and Cultural Society and all who are assembled for the celebration of the 1600* Anniversary of the

Armenian Alphabet.

The 36 letters of the Armenian Alphabet were crafted by (Armenian cleric Mesrob Mashdots in
405 AD. That same year the alphabet was used to facilitate the translation of the Bible into
Armenian. The Alphabet has played a profound role in preserving the culture and national identity
of the Armenian people. Armenian Americans should be very proud of a language that is spoken by

Armenians in nearly every nation around the world.

J commend the Hamazkayin Armenian E€ducational and Cultural Society on the success of
establishing secondary and higher educational institutions which have prepared scholars, literary figures,
community leaders, and provided a sound education to the new generation. You have played a major role
in the preservation of the ethnic identity and cultural heritage of the Armenian people living outside

their homeland.

On behalf of the California State Assembly, J offer my best wishes for a wonderful event and every

future success.

Sincerely,

5y

UAN TRAN
Assemblyman, 68" District
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October 2, 2005

Mr. Kourken Kassabian

The Hamazkayin Armenian Educational
and Cultural Society

407 East Colorado Street

Glendale, CA 91205

Dear Mr. Kassabian:

It is a great pleasure to commend the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural
Society for its effort to highlight and celebrate the 1600™ Anniversary of the creation of
the Armenian alphabet.

Mesrob Mashdots’ creation of the alphabet in 405 A.D. has played a profound role in
preserving the cultural and national identity of the Armenian people worldwide. The
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society must be commended for its
effort and devotion to nurture and safeguard the Armenian language, ethnic identity,
traditions and intellectual legacy with other communities in the United States and
throughout the world.

Congratulations once again and best wishes.
incerely,

avrrs

TOM UMBERG
Assemblymember, 69" District
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CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION

Armenian American Community
On the Occasion of the

1600" Anniversary of the
Creation of the Armenian
Alphabet — October 2, 2005

By The
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational T

Cultural Society
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Michael N. Villines
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